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of a.d. 251, headed a new delegation of Novatian’s 
adherents when they were sent to Carthage. 2 We have 
no exact information as to the events, because Cyprian 
speaks only contemptuously about them, and records 
the continual crumbling of the hostile front. 3 Neverthe¬ 
less, he had regarded it as necessary to send Cornelius 
a list of the names of all the African diocese in order 
that he might know who it was with whom he might 
associate. 4 We do not know the attitude of the opposite 
side. It is impossible to say how many bishops actually 
opposed Cyprian, and equally impossible how far these 
contending factions had penetrated among the people. 
There can be no doubt that much personal passion was 
manifested, but there was certainly also considerable 
spiritual anxiety and inward distress accompanied by 
much religious eccentricity and fanaticism. Taken all 
together, these facts undermined the unity of the 
African church more seriously than Cyprian’s letters 
really indicate. All the disputes which had taken place 
since the days of Montanism show us that, in this 
region, the opposing elements increased in passion, and 
penetrated more deeply ; they produced an inner 
unrest which resulted in Donatism in the fourth 
century. 

In the meantime, it must be granted that Cyprian 
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showed masterly skill in confirming his own position. 
He had secured recognition for his own fundamental 
principles : those who had voluntarily recanted were 
excluded for life. Then in the spring of a.d. 253 there 
appeared the first heralds of a persecution newly 
planned by the emperor Gallus ; the council held in 
May immediately interpreted the signs of the times. 1 
The stern decision was rescinded and all backsliders 
who had submitted to the censure of the church were 
assured of reception, the plan being adopted in order 
to strengthen them for the impending struggle. In this 
way the material opposition to Felicissimus’s group was 
set aside at the vital point. The danger passed Africa 
by—in Rome, Cornelius was banished ^ but the 
advantage which had been gained in dealing with the 
backsliders remained to the benefit of the church. 

In relation with Rome, Cyprian had had the good 
fortune of maintaining his authority, and in regard to 
Cornelius that had not been a difficult matter. We 
hear nothing of any contacts with his successor, Lucius, 
who held office for scarcely a year. In a.d. 254, Stephan 
became pope of Rome ; and then some remarkable 
discussions took place. In the Spanish towns of Leon 
(in Asturia) and Merida (in Estremadura), the bishops 
had been deposed as libellatici, and their successors 
had been chosen in accordance with all the rules. 
Suddenly one of the sinners now appeared in Rome, 
swore the innocence of himself and his colleagues before 
Stephan, and received a pronouncement that he was to 
be reinstated into his office. Thereupon the two 
successors set out with all the necessary records of the 
events, not to Rome but to Carthage, and received 
attestation of their legal rights from Cyprian and his 
council. In regard to the verdict in Rome, the writing 
1 e p_ j 7. 2 Supra, 223. 
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issued by the synod only said incidentally that Stephan 
had not been informed of the true circumstances, and 
hence had been deceived ; this however was not his 
fault, but that of the cunning deceivers. The decision 
was based on the principle accepted in the whole world, 
and in particular also by Cornelius, that a backsliding 
cleric after due repentance might be received again as a 
layman, but could never reassume a position among the 
clergy. 1 

In regard to another matter, the convictions of the 
Carthaginian pope came even more strongly to the light 
of day. Faustinus, bishop of Lyons, acting in the name 
of the bishops of Gaul, had turned to Rome and 
Carthage in regard to a difficulty concerning Marcianus 
of Arles, who as a strict disciple of Novatian, was un¬ 
willing to offer backsliders any prospect of being 
received again. Stephan had not answered, and 
Faustinus had once more sent a memorandum to 
Cyprian. Then the latter sat down and wrote a minute 
note to his colleague in Rome as to the reply he must 
send to Lyons. Marcianus was to be deposed and a 
successor chosen—and Stephan was asked to be so kind 
as to send his name to Carthage. 2 We have no informa¬ 
tion as to how the two matters ended, nor what Stephan 
said to his colleague’s form of intercourse : but in 
reference to a third question we possess definite 
particulars about both matters. 

The return of followers of Novatian to fellowship 
in the church catholic after they had repented raised the 
question everywhere whether baptism administered in 
that schismatic church ought to be recognized or not. 
The practice in the early church was based on good 
grounds : it refused recognition, and required the 
re-baptism of those who came back. In the present 
1 ep. 67,5 f. 2 e p % 68# 


BAPTISM OF HERETICS 


31 1 


circumstances, however, much was to be said for 
recognizing Novatian’s baptism : the difference 
between the two churches was only in outer matters, 
and had nothing to do with differences of doctrine. 
The question was laid before Cyprian by one of his 
bishops, and he gave a negative answer without hesita¬ 
tion. He had always branded the followers of Novatian, 
together with other opponents, as outside the pale of the 
church, and from this standpoint had conducted the 
struggle against them. At the present moment his 
forceful words re-echoed in the prevailing problems and 
gave a lead : outside the church there was no salvation, 
and therefore also no sacraments. It was a fundamental 
impossibility to recognize the baptism of outsiders. 1 
A few Numidian bishops were in doubt : Cyprian 
consequently caused this principle to be solemnly 
reiterated at a council in a.d. 255.2 He described it as 
altogether incomprehensible that any colleague should 
have judged otherwise. 3 Since the most important of 
these uncomprehensible persons occupied the episcopal 
chair in Rome, the council wrote to Stephan and in¬ 
formed him of its conclusion 4 “ in the expectation that, 
as a genuinely religious and truth loving man, he would 
agree with what was both devout and true. As to the 
rest, it was not intended to exercise constraint on, or 
issue prescriptions for, anybody, since, in the leadership 
of the church, each bishop was free to reach his own 
decision, and was under obligation to give an account 
of his conduct of affairs only to God.” 

Stephan’s answer was given in unexpectedly sharp 
tones : he advised the African bishops not to introduce 
novelties against tradition, and not to re-baptize 
returning heretics, because the baptism administered 
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by the church catholic was recognized by the other 
side. 1 That was an open declaration of war, and Cyprian 
responded with his strongest weapon. On ist 
September, a.d. 256, he assembled an extraordinary 
synod in Carthage, and this was attended by eighty- 
seven bishops. In the introductory speech, he referred 
only to his correspondence with an African colleague, 
and requested the members of the synod to express their 
opinion in regard to the question of baptizing heretics, 
“ without thereby expressing a verdict about others who 
thought differently, and without intending to exclude 
them from their fellowship. Because none of us sets 
himself up as a bishop of bishops, or exercises the 
terrors of a tyrant in order to bring his colleagues to 
compulsory obedience.” It was perfectly clear to 
whom he was referring even if no name was mentioned, 
and no letter read aloud. The official minutes of this 
synod have been preserved. 2 It is very impressive to 
note here how one bishop after another gives a shorter 
or longer reason for his opinion and pronounces in 
favour of Cyprian, and how the latter finally closes the 
subject ; there is no doubt that the entire action was 
carefully prepared down to the smallest detail. 

Meanwhile, as far as Stephan was concerned, the 
matter had become a question of Roman authority, and 
he now decided to abandon church association with 
all those who held different opinions from his own. 
The African delegates, who were to carry to him the 
conclusions reached by the council, were not only not 
received but were left without lodgings : they were to 
feel in their own persons what it meant to be excom¬ 
municated from Rome. Moreover, in accordance with 
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II Cor. 11,13, Cyprian was vilified as a pseudo- 
Christian, a pseudo-prophet, and a deceitful worker. 
Unfortunately, the churches of Asia Minor came under 
this pronouncement, and the Cappadocian bishop, 
Firmilian of Caesarea, wrote to Cyprian an indignant 
letter about this presumption of Stephan’s. 1 We shall 
have to discuss in another connection the theoretic dis¬ 
putes about the authority of Rome which flared up as a 
consequence. It is sufficient at the moment to point 
out that all who took part continued on guard at their 
posts, and that Dionysios, bishop of Alexandria, 
vainly attempted to act as mediator. 2 

Secular politics now began to play a part, and they 
effected a solution. The emperor Valerian promulgated 
an edict against the Christians, 3 and Stephan died as 
a martyr on 2nd August, a.d. 2 $ 6 . Dionysios took the 
matter up again with Xystus his successor that peace 
might be made, 4 and he was right in expecting success, 
for Xystus was not obliged personally to maintain the 
position of his predecessor Stephan. However, further 
details are unknown. On 6th August, a.d. 258, Xystus 
was slain in a catacomb. Cyprian regarded the event as 
a sign of storm and informed the African bishops, but 
without using any more affectionate tone suggesting 
fraternal peace. Then he himself died, not un¬ 
expectedly ; for years his letters had spoken of “ these 
latter days ” whose distresses had been prophesied 
in the Bible. He expected his end. 

On 30th August, a.d. 257, he was banished by the 
pro-consul Paternus to Curubis (now Kurba). A short 
time afterwards he was permitted to return on condition 
that he remained always in his garden villa in the 
suburbs. He complied until he heard that the newly 
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arrived pro-consul, Galerius Maximus, wished to settle 
his case in Utica. Thereupon he hid himself because he 
wished to die, not in Utica, but among his church in 
Carthage : the wonderful letter in which he took leave 
of his clergy 1 expresses that desire in quite simple 
terms. As Cyprian had expected, the pro-consul 
returned to Carthage and caused the obstinate pope 
to be arrested by two officers, and brought to a suburb. 
The entire church streamed out there, and waited at 
the door throughout the night. On the next day, 
14th September, a.d. 258, the case was brought forward 
and after a brief hearing ended with the sentence of 
death. “ And we wish to die with him,” cried the 
people and preceded him to the place of execution. 
There, on an open piece of ground, Cyprian laid aside 
his mantle, knelt down, and prayed. Then he took 
off his upper garment, the white sleeved dalmatica, 
and stood only in a linen shirt awaiting the executioner. 
When the latter arrived, he ordered him to be given 
twenty-five pieces of gold, while those who stood 
round threw linen cloths and handkerchiefs in front 
of him in order to receive the precious blood. Two 
clerics blindfolded his eyes—then his head fell. The 
body was carried away, and provided with candles and 
torches during the night. 2 The pope of Africa had 
become a martyr. 

1 cp. 8l. 

2 Acta St. Cyprian:; cf. Reitzenstein, d. Nachr . iiber d. Tod. 
Cyprians , Heidelb. S. Ber. 1913, no. 14. 
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During the second century the capital of the empire 
reflected the prosperity of the broad imperium in 
magnificent buildings which owed their rise to the 
reigning emperor’s will ; even at the beginning of the 
third century, in spite of all the dangers and all the 
economic crises, no diminution was to be observed in 
the building activities of the city of Rome. The 
immense forum of Trajan, Hadrian’s temple of Venus 
and Roma, the palace of Septimius Severus on the 
Palatine, the Thermae of Caracalla, still survive as 
impressive testimonies to the facts. Although literature 
was drying up, the plastic art enjoyed thousands of 
commissions and maintained its own vitality even if, 
to a large extent, it was only workmanlike in character 
and on coarse lines. The population continued to be a 
varied mixture drawn from all the provinces of the 
empire, but even in the Antonine period it did not 
increase in numbers. The continuous fall in the birth 
rate, the years of epidemic, and, what was in the end of 
the greatest consequence, the cessation of immigration 
from the provinces, caused the population of the city to 
fall ever more rapidly during the second half of the 
century : c. a.d. 150 it stood at one million, two 
hundred and fifty thousand ; about a.d. 200 it may be 
estimated at one million, and c. a.d. 300 at half a 
million. 1 Nevertheless Rome still remained a city of 
magnificence and luxury in which the social problem, 

1 Kahrstedt in Friedlander, Sittengeschichte , ioth edit., 4,21. 
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e.g. that of satisfying the propertyless masses, was 
solved by distributing bread and providing circuses. 
Moreover, about the same period, Christianity grew 
up in Rome from inconspicuous beginnings to be a 
dominating power. 

We have already had occasion to bewail the poverty 
of our knowledge in regard to the early period of this 
church. We could only deduce, on the basis of its 
own testimonies, that it originated from the missionary 
activity of converted Hellenistic Jews. 1 Attention has 
been drawn to the supposed parallels among the Jews 
in Rome, and scholars have tried to make valid deduc¬ 
tions from this source : but in vain. Under Augustus, 
the Jews had their quarter in Trastevere. Shortly 
afterwards they also lived in other regions of the city 
according as it pleased the newcomers, or as membership 
of a considerable body of slaves suggested convenient 
dwellings. Inscriptions in the Jewish catacombs show 
us that there were communities in the Subura and on the 
Campus Martius. In addition to these, there are 
eleven other mentions of Jewish communities, including 
four described as groups of slaves in eminent families. 
The graves belonging to these communities are to be 
found, in an arrangement which can be understood with 
difficulty, in a number of cemeteries outside the city. 
We hear nothing of any organized constitution of the 
Jews in the capital city. 2 

On the other hand, the Christian community in 
Rome was a unity from the beginning. This assertion 
may appear self-apparent in regard to the earliest 
period of all, but soon, on account of the same reasons 
as were operative amongst the Jews, the Christians 

1 Vol. i, p. 254. 265. 

2 Frey in Richerches de science religieusc 20 (1930), 295 ff. 21 
(1931), 165 f. 
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were separated in different groups throughout the 
city : the case was similar in the great oriental cities 
of Antioch and Ephesus. Everywhere, “ house 
churches ” were constituted among such groups, and 
were composed of those who had common dwelling 
of occupation : even in Jerusalem that was the case. 1 
But these small circles were never independent units, 
but always parts of the entire church in the locality : 
and their combination came to expression in their 
being under the leadership of the college of presbyters 
or bishops, and sometimes, more impressively, the 
leadership of a monarchic bishop. This development 
was lacking in Judaism : it was the consequence of the 
Christian conception of the church, a conception which 
grew as a result of continual striving for visible unity, 
even in outer expression. Rome was fitted to unite 
the sum of these powers in itself : but it required 
centuries in order to reach its goal. 

In Rome, the change from collegiate to monarchical 
leadership of the church was completed by the middle 
of the second century 2 : at a time when, after severe 
crises had been overcome, the principles of early 
Catholicism as founded on the apostolic tradition had 
successfully come to effect. Circa a.d. 140, Marcion 
came to Rome, and was successfully excluded from the 
church. Twenty years later, Valentine the gnostic 
laboured in the city, and in the end was compelled to 
depart without having gained the victory. 3 About this 
time, the apologist Justin was the church’s theologian, 
and he wrote against the heretics 4 ; his work has 
not survived, but churchmen in the succeeding period 
frequently copied it out. 

1 Acts 2,46. 2 Supra, 76 f. 

3 Vol. 1, p. 334. 386. 

4 Justin, apol., 26,8, Iren. 4,6,2 ; cf. 3,26,2. 
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Soon after a.d. 150, Polycarp bishop of Smyrna 
visited Rome, and came to an understanding with 
bishop Anicetus in regard to church problems. But 
he was not successful in convincing the Romans of the 
necessity of celebrating the Passover as was customary 
in Asia Minor. Anicetus pointed out that his pre¬ 
decessors had never observed the festival, and he was 
unwilling to depart from this tradition. However Rome 
was tolerant : Christians from Asia Minor temporarily 
or permanently staying in Rome might always observe 
their Passover undisturbed, and would nevertheless be 
recognized as members of the Roman communion : 
and this in spite of the fact that their rite could have 
been branded and definitely laid aside as Jewish in 
character. It follows that the difference in worship 
on this point had given rise to no opposition between 
Anicetus and Polycarp, and the Roman bishop had 
permitted his respected guest to officiate in his place 
when the Eucharist was celebrated. 1 We must note, 
nevertheless, that the celebration of Easter continued 
to spread in the church, and Anicetus’ successor, Soter, 
introduced it even into Rome, not however in the form 
usual in Asia Minor, but in that practised in the 
majority of cases, as a Sunday festival of the 
Resurrection. 2 

Abouttwenty years later, a conflict arose on this issue 
when a certain Blastus, who is now otherwise unknown, 
began to work in Rome on behalf of the “ quarto- 
decimanian ”, i.e. Asia Minor, Passover rite, and to 
defend it on Biblical grounds 3 ; for internal reasons it 
is entirely probable that he was the spokesman of a 

1 Supra, 173. Iren, in Eus., H.E., 5,24,14-17. 

2 Supra, 175 f. 

3 Eus., H.E ., 5,15. Ps. Tert., adv. omnes. haer ., 8 (according to 
Hippolytus cf. Chron. pasch. p. 12,21-13,7). 
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group of Christians from Asia Minor resident in the 
city. 1 In any case, Victor, bishop of Rome, wished to 
settle the problem. He called a synod together in Rome 
and requested also all other church centres to call 
synods together to end the question. 2 We have already 
learnt 3 that all the others adopted the Roman practice, 
and that only Asia Minor, led by Polycrates of Ephesus, 
held firmly to its old view : this caused Victor to break 
with that church, an action which was universally 
disapproved. 

It could not be said on formal grounds that Victor 
had gained the day, but on material grounds it was a 
matter of the greatest significance. For the first time, 
the unity of the church catholic had been brought to 
expression in the number of decisions reached by 
different synods, and the outcome of this unanimity 
was a decision which agreed with what the Roman 
church had declared correct. Whether on this occasion 
Victor had referred to his own apostolic tradition is not 
clear in the paucity of our sources : the representatives 
of Palestine made reference to, and those of Asia Minor 
adduced, the testimony of their own apostles. 4 In any 
case, it was incontestable that Rome had raised and 
taken the lead in the whole matter, and that Rome had 
been judged in the right. That was a gain for the future. 
About this period the church lived in a fair degree of 
peace with the state. Marcia, the favourite of the 
emperor Commodus, was a Christian, and was even 
able to liberate condemned fellow-believers from the 
quarries of Sardinia. 5 Nevertheless there was much 
disquietude in the church. 

1 La Piana, Harv. Theol. Rev., 1925, 218. 

2 Polycrates in Eus., H.E. , 5,24,8. 3 Supra , 175 T. 

4 Eus., H.E ., 5,25. 5,24,2 f. 

6 Hipp., Refut., 9,12,11. 
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Blastus was not the only one who caused difficulty 
to bishop Victor. Eusebius mentions side by side with 
him a presbyter Florinus who held gnostic views, and 
was not remote from the Valentinians : Irenaeus 
frequently wrote against him. 1 In addition there were 
the theologians of Asia Minor whom we have already 
mentioned ; they came forward and were possibly 
supported by the same communities as had favoured 
Blastus. Theodotos the “ dynamist ” was excommuni¬ 
cated by Victor, but he had a following, and his disciples 
formed a church of their own under a certain bishop 
Natalis who submitted again, however, to Zephyrinus, 
Victor’s successor. 2 If we take various facts into 
account, viz., that even under Eleutheros, Victor’s 
predecessor, Montanism had been favourably judged 
in Rome, and that it was only the influence of Praxeas 
which occasioned a change in the bishop’s attitude 3 ; 
that at a later date, and similarly to Praxeas, Noetus of 
Smyrna had preached “ Monarchian ” theology to the 
Romans 4 ; then it will become clear that the strong 
influence coming from Asia Minor might occasion 
anxiety, and that, in a certain sense, the life of the 
church was faced with a “ problem of Asia Minor ” 
which was significant enough to explain the strength of 
Victor’s action in regard to Easter. 

In any case, it was the church of Asia Minor which 
called forth a theological movement in the Roman 
church. Justin had stood for a logos Christology, 
Theodotos taught Adoptionism, Noetus and Praxeas 
were Monarchians ; these oppositions roused the 

1 Eus., H.E., 5,15. 20,1. hen., fragm. syr., 28 (2,457). Baumstark, 
Z NW., 1912, 306 IF. 

2 Hipp. in Eus., H.E., 5,28,6. 8-12. 

3 Tert., adv. Prax., 1 ; cf. Eus., II.E., 5,1,2. 3,4. 

4 Supra, 250. 
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church, and eventually compelled the bishop to attempt 
a decision. The first was purely negative : Theodotos’s 
excommunication by Victor, as already mentioned. We 
have no information as to the grounds, and it is probable 
that there was no discussion of the actual problem, 
but that the reasons were confined to branding as 
blasphemous the language which declared that Jesus 
was “ a mere man ”. 1 Hence we remain uncertain 
whether Theodotos had actually expressed himself in 
this manner, or whether these words were placed on his 
lips as a deduction from his teaching : there are plenty 
of analogies in the theological disputes of a later period. 

The Monarchical doctrine of Noetus and his 
disciple Cleomenes appeared unexceptionable for a long 
time, and was regarded as an appropriate expression of 
the religious feelings of the church, until the repre¬ 
sentatives of the logos theology began to announce their 
claims. The head of this group in Rome was the learned 
presbyter Hippolytus, whereas the opposite side gained 
a new and important protagonist in Sabellios of Libya. 2 
Finally, Zephyrinus decided to pronounce a verdict in 
order to put an end to the dispute. He promulgated an 
official declaration 3 : “I know only one God, Christ 
Jesus, and no other in addition to him ; he was born 
and he suffered.” This was a confession of the naive 
modalism of the church’s faith, a modalism which 
consciously avoided the theological phraseology of 
Noetus or Sabellios, and inevitably appeared unsatis¬ 
factory to Hippolytus : the latter raised objections 
and consequently had to suffer reproaches as a ditheist 
—in a certain sense not without reason. 4 

1 Hipp. in Eus., H.E. y 5,28,6; cf. Refut. 10,23,1. 

2 Caspari, Quellen , 3,326. 

3 Hipp., Refute 9,11,3. Hamack, Siiz. Akad. Berl ., 1923, 51-7. 

4 Hipp., ibid., 9,11,3. 12,16; cf. supra, 237 and 252 f. 
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The contest spread further, and, when Callistus 
became bishop after the death of Zephyrinus, a division 
broke out in the church. 1 We do not know what had 
provided the outer cause, but the outcome is clear 
enough. Callistus excommunicated Sabellios on 
account of heresy, and published a theological 
announcement which accepted the conception of the 
logos repudiated by the Monarchians, and which made 
the logos equal with God who was Spirit ; the Spirit 
was called Father and had united himself in the Son 
with human nature. Of course even this theology of 
compromise met with no sympathy. Indeed war was 
now declared on Sabellios, and even Hippolytus 
remained in opposition, but it is still unknown whether 
he had already declared himself out of fellowship with 
Callistus, or whether he now said farewell along 
with Sabellios. What is certain is that he did it in 
connection with the present affair. Acting together 
with those whom he regarded as orthodox, he separated 
himself from the “ heretic ” Callistus, and became their 
bishop. 2 He dealt with Callistus and his adherents as 
schismatic heretics, and expressed contempt for their 
description of themselves as belonging to the church 
catholic ; nevertheless he had to admit on occasion 
that they were in the majority. 3 

It is comprehensible that Hippolytus should refuse 
to regard either Zephyrinus or Callistus as opponents 
equal to himself : both were practical men of the 
church, and neither had understanding for Greek 
speculations which they must have regarded as a 
purposeless playing with words in a manner that 
endangered unity. Hippolytus declared the first to be 

1 Hipp., ibid., 9,12,15-18. 

2 K. Mailer, ZNlV. y 1924, 234. 

3 Hipp., ibid.) 9,12,19-21. 25 ; cf. fraej ’ 6. 
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intellectually of little consequence, and the second, with 
whom he was in sharpest opposition, as morally 
defective. In his book about the heresies, he deals with 
these disputes in the city of Rome, 1 and gives a sketch 
of Callistus, a sketch which describes him as having 
advanced from the status of a slave, and is otherwise 
extremely startling. Bankruptcy, attempted suicide, 
brawling in a Jewish service of worship, condemna¬ 
tion to compulsory labour in a quarry, liberation by 
patronage in high quarters, these were the principal 
events of his life before becoming a cleric. Then he had 
been made a deacon by Zephyrinus, and, by clever use 
of his bishop’s weaknesses, he had attained power and 
become his successor. In the leading position which 
he had so happily reached, he ruined the Roman church 
theologically and morally. There is no doubt that 
personal hatred lent gall to Hippolytus’s pen, and that 
a just judgment would set a very different value on 
Callistus. 

Hippolytus lived in another world than that of his 
opponent. He was influenced by Irenaeus, but was 
much more closely related to the Greek manner of 
thought ; he continued the line begun by Justin. That 
is seen most plainly in his principal work “ Refutation 
of all Heresies ”, which is in large part extant ; it is 
not limited to the gnostics and those of similar view, 
but begins with a description and criticism of ancient 
doctrines of the philosophers, and also enters upon 
astrology and magic arts. The Roman dispute about 
Easter led him to draw up a table for calculating 
Easter Sundays. The real reason here was the desire 
to make the church independent of the Jews in regard 
to these important questions of worship, and to calculate 
on independent knowledge and authority the first 
1 Hipp., ibid., 9,6-7. 11-12. 
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full moon in Spring together with the Sunday which 
followed. 

Hippolytus calculated a cycle of one hundred and 
twelve years beginning with a. d . 222 , and his is the first 
attempt of the sort ; from a scientific point of view it is 
a poor performance, but it impressed his contemporaries 
and led to further results. 1 His friends held the tables 
in such high esteem that they engraved them, together 
with a list of all his writings, on the back of his 
statue. That such a statue should have been 
carved at all is as remarkable as the fact that it has 
survived. 

His Chronicle was of greater influence ; like the table 
for finding Easter, it probably depended upon 
Alexandrine models and consisted of a loosely con¬ 
nected body of material from the Bible and scientific 
sources, and finally issued in the proof that at the 
present time, i.e. in a.d. 234, five thousand seven 
hundred and thirty eight years had passed since the 
creation of the world 2 ; hence, before the year of the 
world six thousand, when the expected Last Day would 
be reached, there still remained a considerable time. 
Such a discussion was in place at a time when the 
sufferings brought about by new persecutions caused 
many people to think about the end of the world. Fear 
and hope gave vitality to the expectation of the parousia, 
as in later times, and indeed in our own age. Hippolytus 
considered such thinking to be lacking in discipline, 
and met it with a scholarly Scriptural exegesis. As 
early as a.d. 204, he had calculated the course of history 
from the book of Daniel, putting the birth of Christ in 
the world year five thousand five hundred, and placing 

1 E. Schwartz, Ostertafeln , p. 29-40. 

2 A. Bauer’s edition p. 196. 200 f.; cf. 360-7. 
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the Last Day in the year six thousand. 1 Similar reckon¬ 
ings were made in Alexandria. 

Eschatology claimed Hippolytus’s attention pre¬ 
eminently : for this reason he annotated the book of 
Daniel, and wrote a monograph on the Anti-Christ. 
The question of prophecy and its fulfilment dominated 
his theological thought, and all his explanations of 
Biblical books made use of allegory based on this 
standpoint. Much is extant in fragments and transla¬ 
tions, and constitutes some of our earliest Christian 
commentaries on the Bible ; nevertheless the remains 
do not bear testimony to a mind of the first quality, even 
granted that their author was held in high esteem in 
Rome as a scholar, Origen had attended Hippolytus’s 
lectures, 2 and the latter was permitted to dedicate to 
the empress mother, Julia Mamaea, a tractate on the 
Resurrection. 3 Nevertheless he was a dry compiler of 
an unpretentious kind, with a narrow range of thought ; 
this fact explains in a way his attitude in the dispute in 
the Roman church. The most valuable of his literary 
remains is a work which scarcely offers anything of his 
own material, viz. his Church Order. Here, in the form 
of a series of regulations, he gives a sketch of a Christian 
church as it should be ideally, and he describes it in 
order to make plain, in opposition to the caprices of 
Callistus, what he understood as apostolic tradition. 4 
He looks to the past, and on this account he is to us an 
important source. On the other hand, his opponent 
looked forward, and grasped what the living church 
needed. What Hippolytus indignantly raised against 

1 Vol. i, p. 293. 

2 Jerome, vir. Ini., 61 ; cf. Photios, cod., 121. 

3 Hipp., IVerke, ed. Achelis 1,2,251. 

4 E. Schwartz, Pseudapost. Kirchenordnungen ( Sch. d. wiss. Ges. 
Strass burg 6), p. 39. 
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him 1 shows, when regarded calmly, that he was a 
capable pastor of his people. 

The Roman church at the beginning of the third 
century had already developed far in its contacts 
with the world. Montanism had not seriously damaged 
it, because, otherwise than in Africa, it obviously had 
no point of entry. The radical character of the moral 
strenuousness found in early Christianity had been 
tacitly modified as the church grew. Even Hermas had 
preached that forgiveness was possible for deadly sins 
once after baptism—although only once. Callistus now 
proclaimed the fundamental right of the bishop to 
grant forgiveness to those who had committed deadly 
sin (the subject was sexual sin) and to admit them again 
to church fellowship ; naturally after having performed 
penitence as required by the church. Tertullian greeted 
it with shame and woe, and spoke of ill-timed in¬ 
dulgence towards adulterers. 2 It is clear, however, 
that Callistus was faced with the question whether he 
should exercise clemency, bring the sinners back, and 
maintain the church's cure of souls, or whether, by 
acting strictly, he should drive them back into 
paganism. He chose the former alternative, and this 
became normal for the entire future, because this way 
alone conducted the church out of the straits of separa¬ 
tion from the world to a conquest of the world. 

Hippolytus perceived quite rightly that a funda¬ 
mental question was being dealt with in this matter, 
and therefore he objected : but Tertullian recognized 
far more clearly the extent of the implications contained 
in the decision. He would have consigned the world to 
perdition, and have saved a small number of the elect ; 
Callistus wanted to save the world, and was therefore 

1 Hipp., Rcfut.y 9,12,20-6. 
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compelled to educate it, an attitude which required 
compromises. The church was at the parting of the 
ways : she passed from the era of the primitive church 
into that of Catholicism. With considerable perspicacity 
Callistus was careful to see that the bishop took the 
lead. W r hen he referred to the parable of the Tares 
among the Wheat and to Noah’s Ark, with its many 
different kinds of animals, in order to set aside the ideal 
of the “ church of the saints ” as unbiblical, he thereby 
departed from the primitive church but gave new life 
in the church to the evangelical conception of the Jesus 
who sought out sinners. 

Callistus’s marriage decree is to be judged similarly. 
For more than one reason, it was not easy for a 
Christian lady of senatorial rank to find a husband of 
her own class. Marriage with a freedman was forbidden 
to her, 1 with a slave it was juristically quite impossible : 
and yet it was in these very regions that she might 
easily meet with a fellow-believer fitted to be a life’s 
companion. In practice, indeed not infrequently, such 
“ marriages of conscience ” actually took place : 
Callistus officially recognized these unions as Christian 
marriages. 

The schismatic church of Hippolytus continued to 
exist under Callistus’s successors, Urbanus and 
Pontianus, but in a.d. 235 a long expected persecution 
broke even on the Roman church. The emperor 
Maximinus 2 banished the two bishops to Sardinia, the 
“ island of death ”, where neither survived very long. 
On 28th September, a.d. 235, Pontianus resigned his 
office in order to facilitate the choice of his successor. 
On 2 1 st November, Anteros was ordained. Apparently 
Hippolytus took no part in instituting a successor, but 
made peace for himself and his church with the other 
1 Corf. iur. Jig. 23,2,16 pr. 2 Supra, 216. 
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section. Pope Fabian brought to Rome the bodies of 
“ bishop ” Pontianus and Hippolytus and there buried 
them ; the latter was again recognized as “ presbyter ”, 
Both were preserved in the memory of the church and 
revered as martyrs, 1 but as a writer Hippolytus was soon 
quite forgotten in the west. The east made much use of 
his writings, but after a very short time all knowledge 
of his personal doings was forgotten. About the middle 
of the third century, Rome abandoned its Greek 
tradition and became a Latin-speaking church. What 
could Hippolytus’s Greek learning have still meant 
to it ? 

With the advent of bishop Fabian, greater emphasis 
was suddenly laid on the high position of the Roman 
bishop, and this was done in external ways. Students 
of history have at their disposal from his date an un¬ 
broken series of documentary sources. The days of 
enthronement are noted and solemnized, a list of 
popes, giving exact dates, is begun, a common vault 
for the deceased holders of the high office was prepared 
in the church’s burying place in the catacomb of 
Callistus, and here the first to find a resting place was 
Pontianus the martyr bishop. 2 Even in his own day 
Zephyrinus had taken pains with the organization of 
the clergy, and in so doing had drawn his deacon 
Callistus near to himself, placing under his care about 
the same time the control of the catacomb which was 
named after him at a later date. 3 As distinct from most 
others, which were in private hands, this burial place 
seems to have been the property of the church. Fabian 
developed further the tomb of Callistus. In particular, 

1 Lib. pontif. 19 (24 f. Mommsen and Catal. Liberianus {ibidb) ) 
cf. also Kl. Texte 2, p. 4. 

2 Supra, 78. 

3 Hipp., Refut., 9,12,14. 
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however, he took an important step in the organization 
of the clergy. 

In the metropolis of Rome, care for the poor was by 
the nature of the case a problem which the church 
found as important as it was difficult. It became such 
an essential duty of the deacons that in the course of 
time they were deprived of the liturgical functions 
which were regarded as obviously theirs in other 
districts. Whereas in other places the number of 
deacons might be increased at will according to the 
requirements of the church, it remained in Rome at the 
number seven which had been sanctified by Acts 6,$. 
The college of deacons stood next beneath the bishop 
and constituted his executive, 1 and the papal throne 
was usually filled from one of its members. Up to this 
period the activity of the deacons had not been limited 
according to the quarters of the city, but Fabian divided 
the city into seven districts, setting a deacon over each : 
these “ regions ” of the church, which we may note in 
passing in no way coincided with Augustus’s fourteen 
regions, were maintained until the Middle Ages. 2 
At the same time, he decreed that seven persons should 
be set as adjutants alongside the seven deacons : these 
were called sub-deacons, and they entered into places 
which became free from time to time. In this way it 
was guaranteed that the official leadership would con¬ 
tinue unbroken in the same form. 

A notice 3 has survived from a slightly later time ; 
it comes from pope Cornelius and deals with the con¬ 
stitution of the Roman Clergy : it mentions one 

1 Cf. the directions for ordination in Hipp., Church Order, 33 > 
2-4 (2,103 Funk). 

2 Lib. pontif. 21 according to Catal. liber, (p. 27 Mommsen). 
Graffunder, “ Regiones ” in Pauly-IF., 2nd series 1,485^ Harnack, 
Mission, 2,836-866. 

3 Bishop Cornelius in Eus., H.E., 6,43,11. 
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bishop, forty-six presbyters, seven deacons, seven sub¬ 
deacons, forty-two acolytes, fifty-two exorcists, readers, 
and doorkeepers—it also mentions more than fifteen 
hundred widows and sick as being regularly in receipt 
of charity. The presbyters were the real pastors con¬ 
cerned with the parish which surrounded their churches. 
The churches frequently grew out of private buildings 
transferred to the church for purposes of public 
worship, later being replaced by new buildings. For 
centuries they were described with the name (titulus) 
of the former owner, i.e. as founder, and on this account 
are still known as " title churches ”. The excavations 
which have now been undertaken systematically leave 
no room for doubt on this matter, although it had long 
been an assumption . 1 Of the twenty-five title churches 
now known, fourteen are earlier than Constantine : 
hence we may assume that the majority were there in 
the days of Fabian and Cornelius, and therefore that 
two or three presbyters filled the pastoral office in one 
church. 

Cornelius’s notice, however, now goes on to give us 
all the lower ” clerical officers (ordittes minores ). We 
have already mentioned the sub-deacons. As the name 
signifies, the acolytes were the “ followers ” of the 
bishop, “ orderlies ” whom he employed for all sorts 
of purposes and errands . 2 The exorcists represented 
what was left of the old charismatics : viz. those 
members of the church who possessed the gift of 
exorcising daemons ; we may note that Tertullian 
ascribed this gift to every Christian . 3 The readers 

1 J. P. Kirsch, D. rom Titel hire hen, 1918. E. Junyent, II titolo 
di s. Clemente in Roma , 1932. 

2 Cyprian, epist., 7 (p. 485,13). 45,4 (p. 603,15). 49,3 (p. 612,6). 
52,1 (p. 616,8). 59,9 (p. 677,7). 77,3 (P- 835,20). 78 ,r (p. 836,14). 

3 Supra , 293. 
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were skilled in the difficult art of using a melodious 
voice and the correct rhythm in reading passages aloud 
from the Biblical codices which were written without 
spaces between the words and without punctuation 
marks. The ostiarii or doorkeepers were the caretakers 
of the places of worship and other church buildings. 
These lower orders had similar names in Carthage 
about the same time, a fact which once more proves 
both the close relation of the two cities, and also Rome’s 
leading status : the names appear for the first time 
in the east only at a considerably later date. 

Fabian’s practical activity, which was so significant 
for the future, came to an end during Decius’ persecu¬ 
tion : he was one of the first to die under it on 
20th January, a.d. 250. His place was left unfilled 
because the hand of the persecutors would immediately 
have fallen upon the new pope ; the church was 
conducted for the time being by the combined colleges 
of presbyters and deacons : both in common con¬ 
ducted the correspondence with Carthage which we 
have already described, 1 and both opened it by trans¬ 
mitting an account of Fabian’s martyrdom. But only 
the deacons were entrusted with the doubtful task of 
criticizing Cyprian’s attitude, and they did so in an 
impolite letter. 2 

On the question of the lapsi, the Romans were 
at bottom one with Cyprian in holding that it was 
fundamentally possible to readmit to the church those 
who had repented. After this mild attitude had already 
been shown in both Rome and Africa at an earlier 
date towards persons guilty of sex immorality, 3 the 

1 Supra , 299. 

2 Cyp., epist., 8,3 (p. 488,10 f.) and also ep. 9 tit. also pars. 1 and 

2 (p. 489,1. 12) ; cf. Caspar, Ges. d . Papsttums , 1,62, against Harnack, 
Mission , 2,850. 3 Supra , 326, and Cyprian, ep., 55,20 f. 
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uncompromising practice of the early church being 
thereby abandoned, any other position was scarcely 
conceivable in the prevailing hard times. It was also 
agreed that a period of repentance was to be laid 
upon sinners, and that it was the prerogative of the 
bishop, as distinct from the confessors, to decide about 
readmission. Since there was no bishop in Rome, 
and the bishop was absent from Carthage, it was agreed 
that during a period of persecution Communion 
should only be granted in special cases of mortal illness 
but as a rule those who repented were to be deferred 
to the future. The co-operation between Cyprian 
and Rome, upon which emphasis was laid, was highly 
praised by the presbyter Novatian who carried on the 
correspondence, not without a faint echo being heard 
of Rome's consciousness of superiority. 1 In contrast 
with their Carthaginian fellow-sufferers, the Roman 
confessors avoided a struggle with the regular officials 
of the church ; they agreed with and joined in the 
conclusions reached by those who were leaders of the 
church in Rome for the time being, and with Cyprian's 
rules and regulations. 2 

In this way, the situation in the capital appeared 
both inwardly and outwardly to be altogether satisfying 
when, in March a.d. 251, it was decided 3 to proceed 
with the deferred choosing of a bishop. The leading 
person in the Roman college of presbyters was 
Novatian. He had maintained his position in the 
critical year which had just passed, and was not only a 
skilful writer but also a learned theologian : moreover 
he had the reputation of being the first Roman who 
possessed both these qualifications in the Latin 

1 Cypr., ep., 30, 1. 36,1.4. 

2 Ibid. 28. 31. 30,4. 

3 Harnack, Chronologie , 2,351. 
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language. In his writing 1 “ On the Trinity ” he had 
already been more successful than Hippolytus in 
fighting both the Marcionite and the Monarchian 
theology, in as far as he had given a bird’s eye view, 
and had proved, by means of the Rule of Faith, the 
correctness of Tertullian’s ideas and statements. All 
this agreed with western thought, and was of effect 
even in the following period. At the moment, it led 
the author to hope that he would be chosen as bishop 
—a position which, we may note, was both honourable 
and dangerous in a period of persecution. His expecta¬ 
tion was not fulfilled : he was entirely passed over as 
had formerly been the case with the learned Hippolytus, 
and an overwhelming majority of the clergy united 
in favour of the presbyter Cornelius, and he was 
consecrated in the presence of sixteen bishops. 2 
Novatian and five of his friends in the college of 
presbyters 3 were indignant, and refused their assent. 

At this point a question of principle was con¬ 
joined to the personal opposition, and it tore the church 
asunder to a large extent. It may be regarded as a 
natural accompaniment in such a split that all sorts 
of gossip made various charges against both men 
from opposite sides. The only significant accusation 
was that Cornelius had lightly agreed to receiving 
backsliders again. The defence put forward by 
Cyprian in one case 4 shows clearly that Cornelius 
had made a concession in order to win the masses, 
and the supposition is probable that he had been 
chosen in the very expectation of such a concession. 
In opposition to him, Novatian took the radical view, 

1 Novatian, de trinitate, cd. Fausset 1909 ; cf. especially chaps. 
29-31 and 21. 24. Jerome, vir. ini., 70. 

2 Cypr., epist., 55,8. 24. 

3 Cornelius in Eus., H.E., 6,43,20. 4 Cypr., ep., 55 » T 1 • 
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refused to recognize the lines which had hitherto 
been followed, and now set aside altogether the readmis¬ 
sion of backsliders. In this way he became the leader 
of the strict group, which was not lacking even in 
Rome, and they chose him as bishop, 1 a course which 
implied setting aside the lax Cornelius. In addition, 
they were joined by the Roman confessors who had 
hitherto supported Cyprian and his similar policy. 

The opposition was very awkward for Cornelius, 
and we can understand why Cyprian at first delayed 
recognizing this new colleague. 2 However, that was 
soon changed. Cyprian felt that radicalism was 
impracticable, and the confessors soon changed over 
to Cornelius. 3 The latter called a great synod in Rome 
which was attended by sixty bishops and many other 
clerics and laymen ; it supported his practice in regard 
to confession, and excommunicated Novatian. 4 How¬ 
ever, the stern attitude adopted on the other side was 
attractive to all who were not inclined to depart from 
the requirements usual in the early church : and 
Novatian did not delay in gaining adherents under this 
slogan. In Africa he received more support than 
Cyprian is inclined to acknowledge. 5 In the east, 
whole provinces of the church came to his side, and 
Fabius of Antioch was already preparing a great 
synod which was to express itself in this sense : only 
his sudden death prevented that outcome. Dionysios 
of Alexandria fought valiantly for Cornelius and wrote 
letters to all parties in order to prevent a general disclaimer 
in the east : after considerable effort he was eventually 

1 Ibid. 44,1. Eus., H.E., 6,43,1. re Cornelius, loc. cit., 6,43,7-10. 

2 Supra, 306. 

3 typr., ep., 46. 53. 54. exaggerating Cornelius in Eus., H.E., 
°>43> 6 5 cf. 6,46,5. 

4 Eus., H.E., 6,43,2. Cypr., ep., 55,6. 5 Supra, 307. 
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successful. 1 Nevertheless, Novatian churches were 
constituted in wide regions both in the west and in 
the east, and they were to be found alive even in the 
fifth century : in Constantinople at that time they had 
three churches of their own, in Rome still more, 2 
and numerous notices tell of their continued existence 
in other districts. 3 Such a state of affairs offers a clear 
proof of the early operation of the law that divisions 
in the church, unless overcome very quickly, are 
intractable, and will continue to exist even when the 
original causes of division have lost meaning. 

When we read the letter addressed to Fabius, 
bishop of Antioch, in which Cornelius defends himself 
against Novatian, 4 we are not favourably impressed by 
the outstanding personal qualities of the writer—and 
it is comprehensible that sometimes Cyprian adopted 
a very arrogant attitude towards him. 5 However, he 
died soon afterwards in exile occasioned by Gallus, 
and this fact placed the halo of martyrdom around his 
head. He was buried in the catacomb of Callistus in a 
special place, outside the papal vault, and hence 
probably only at a later time : his epitaph is the first 
in Latin to be dedicated to a pope. 6 His successor, 
Lucius, was eight months in office when, in the Spring 
of a.d. 254, Stephan was elected pope. Cyprian had 
no hesitation in continuing to associate with him in 
the same way as he had been accustomed to do with 
Cornelius : he felt himself to be the senior and the 
more experienced of two equal colleagues. When, 
however, he wished to deal with the question of the 

1 Eus., H.E., 6,45-6,5. 7,5,1. 2 Socrates 2,38,26. 7,9. n. 

3 Harnack in Hauck’s R.E. , 14,241. 

4 In Eus., H.E.y 43,5-22. 6 Supra , 308. 

6 Diehl, Inscr . Lat ., no. 956*. Cabrol-Leclercq, Dict>> 3,2969. 
Catal. Liber . im. Lib . pont . 22 p. 28. 
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baptism of heretics in the same way, matters came to a 
break which brought to trenchant expression the 
fundamentally different conceptions held by the 
two princes of the church about their status. 

We have already discussed the subject and the 
course of the dispute. 1 Stephan contested the African 
church’s right to settle the question at its own discre¬ 
tion, and wrote as to how it ought to proceed. He 
described the re-baptism of returning heretics as an 
innovation contrary to tradition—which was un¬ 
doubtedly incorrect in principle if one understood by 
tradition the universal practice of the church. What 
Stephan meant, however, was the practice of the 
Roman church, which practice he traced back to 
Peter. Moreover, since Christ had instituted Peter 
as the first apostle, and had declared him to be the rock 
upon which he would build his church Mi. 16,18 his 
primacy must be recognized and his tradition followed 
in every quarter. But the one to exercise the Petrine 
authority was no other than his successor the bishop 
of Rome. 2 He then logically extended his claim 
and declared that his verdict on the question of 
baptizing heretics ought to be accepted in the east ; 
thereby he raised a violent storm of indignation. 

Stephan was no more successful than Victor had 
formerly been in maintaining his claim. Nevertheless 
what he wanted was the same : on this occasion we are 
informed of the official argument, a fact that enables 
us to see quite clearly the thread which continues 
through the centuries to the Vatican dogma of 
a.d. 1870. The churches of the east opposed the 
Roman tradition with their own, and this went back 
to Christ and the apostles 3 ; i.e. they took up the same 

1 Supra, 311 f. 2 Cypr., ep., 74,1. 71,3. 75,17. 

3 Firmilian of Caesarea in Cypr., ep., 75,19. 
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attitude as that adopted by the churches of Asia Minor 
in regard to the Easter dispute. Cyprian alone opposed 
the Roman proof on the basis of theory, proposing one 
of his own in which the constitution of the early 
church catholic comes to clear expression. Moreover 
this theory of his was not first put forward in the 
struggle against Stephan—nor was it adapted for this 
purpose—but was developed in connection with his 
doctrine of the unity of the church ; and its essential 
ideas had been stated as early as a.d. 251. 

The church was a unity which came to outward 
expression in the unanimous co-operation of the 
bishops : just as there was only a single church 
although incarnated in several individual churches, 
so there was only a single episcopal office embodied 
in its individual vehicles. 1 Any bishop who separated 
himself from the unanimous circle of bishops thereby 
separated himself from the church, because he cut 
himself off from the unity. This unity was regarded 
by Cyprian as a mystical reality brought about by the 
operation of the spirit : if the church were an earthly 
institution, the thousand bishops might have a hundred 
different opinions, and all be in a state of dispute with 
one another. It was by divine miracle that they were 
always unanimous, and that they always regulated 
variations of opinion in a friendly way. For this very 
reason it was clear that a bishop who disturbed this 
unity had been abandoned by God, and was following 
the promptings of evil, i.e. he was departing from the 
church. 

The basis of the unity lay in the fact that the bishops 
were the successors of the apostles, and these con¬ 
stituted a single body of men with equal authority 
and equal rank. But there was more : Christ wished 
1 Cypr., de eccl. unit., 5 (p.214,1-7). ef. 55,24 (p. 642,12-15). 
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to bring the unity at the root of the church to a quite 
unambiguous form of expression, and therefore, 
in the first instance, had called a single apostle, Peter, 
and had declared him to be the foundation stone of 
the edifice of his church. In this way, however, 
no legal pre-eminence had been given to Peter, but 
all the apostles were equal : his call was a symbol 
of the unity of the basis upon which the church stood, 
and it set forth the nature of the church through 
all the ages. 1 That was the reason for the similar 
authority of all who occupied episcopal office, an 
authority which was uncontested over wide regions as 
late as the third century ; each of these bishops was a 
successor of the apostles, a fact which implied a total 
denial of all claims for primacy, no matter from what 
side they might come. The rejection of the “ bishop 
of bishops ” was to them an obvious duty, and Cyprian 
maintained this point throughout with complete 
firmness : he was not driven to the final consequences 
because of Stephan’s death and his own martyrdom. 
But Rome’s claim to primacy had been perceptibly 
notified—and we may also raise the question as to 
what would have happened to Cyprian’s theory if 
once the visible unanimity of the bishops had been 
broken in considerable degree. The answer was 
provided in the fourth century. 

The dispute about heretics fell into abeyance. 
Xystus of Rome and Cyprian of Carthage died about 
the same time. The Romans were again compelled to 
leave the episcopal chair vacant for a long time. Not 
until 22nd July, a.d. 260, was it possible to install 
Dionysios, hitherto a presbyter. Under Stephan he 

1 Cypr., ep., 45,3 (p. 602,18 f.), de eccl. unit. 4 (p. 212 f.) 
Excellent discussion in Hugo Koch, Cathedra Petri (Beiheft z. ZNIV 
no. 11, 1930). 
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had already taken an active part in the transactions 
regarding the baptism of heretics, and had corre¬ 
sponded with Dionysios, bishop of Alexandria. 1 On 
that account he was now drawn into the strife which 
had arisen in Egypt on account of the conduct of their 
bishop, and in the course of events he was able to 
bring to the Roman church advantages which were 
to bear fruit at a later period. In particular the theolo¬ 
gical discussions became, what at that time no one could 
have dreamt, a prelude to the great Arian controversy 
which shook the entire church at the beginning of the 
fourth century. Consequently it will be advantageous 
to consider the affairs of the two Dionysioses in 
that context. 


1 Eus., H.E., 7,5,6. 


Chapter Twelve 
SYRIA AND BEYOND 

The great city of Antioch was the military and 
political headquarters of Syria ; it had seen many 
emperors and pretenders to the crown within its walls, 
and had experienced on its own body the various blows 
of fate which helped to shape the history of the world. 
It had been the point of departure of Hellenized 
Christianity, and the significance of the city had 
continually increased the influence of its Christian 
church. The abounding fertility of the soil and the 
favourable situation in both commercial and political 
respects brought much wealth to the province of 
Syria, and all this flowed together in Antioch, the 
capital, creating there architectural beauty and a 
luxurious way of living to an extent with which 
not even Alexandria could compete. The upper classes 
of manufacturers and merchants, the thousands who 
belonged to the demimonde of the theatre, of the life 
of pleasure and of vice, the innumerable hosts of 
workers and workless, constituted a population which 
was indeed unified at bottom, and which was held 
together by boundless self-confidence, unrestrained 
search for pleasure, and unlimited love of banter. 
What they lacked was a noble seriousness and a creative 
mentality. Ethnologically, the city was a mixture 
composed of a Macedonian leading class which 
spoke Greek and which since the days of the Seleucid 
foundation had become many coloured by the immigra¬ 
tion of Hellenic and Hellenized families of varied 
origin ; on the other hand there was the Syriac 
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speaking indigenous populace with whom were mingled 
slaves and the lowest classes from every country. 

Here, as elsewhere, the Jews kept themselves closely 
together. 1 We have seen how the Christians separated 
themselves from them as a group. We have already 
discussed the fate and the peculiar theology of bishop 
Ignatius, who died in Rome as a martyr under Trajan. 2 
We have no information however as to the outlook 
of his church at that time, nor as to what occurrences 
stirred the church of Antioch in the following decades. 
The mere names contained in the traditional lists of 
bishops tell us nothing ; all we hear is that Antioch 
was the starting point of a series of important men in 
the gnostic movement, and we may therefore conclude 
at least that there was a gnostic conventicle, perhaps 
consisting of larger churches which competed with the 
orthodox group, and endeavoured to influence its 
inner development. 3 In the neighbouring town of 
Rhossos, the gnostic gospel of Peter was made use 
of unsuspectingly in the church until Serapion bishop 
of Antioch drew towards the right, and forbad the book: 
but his attitude in the whole affair makes it clear at 
the same time that he was not able to master the 
problems of the period. 4 His predecessor, Theophilus, 
had been a writer : we have already discussed him 
as an Apologist, and mentioned his Gospel-Harmony 5 
(which perhaps should be regarded as an orthodox 
rival to Tatian’s Diatessaron), and the latter was 
beginning to be accepted in Antioch. He had also 
written against Marcion, and against the Hermogenes 

1 C. H. Kraeling in Joum. Bib/. Lit. 1932, 130-160 

2 Vol. 1, 315-332. 

3 W. Bauer, Rechtgldubigkeit u. Ketxerei i. tilt. Chris ten turn 

(1934) 70. 4 Supra , 93, 127. Eus., H.E ., 6,12. 

3 Supra , 128, 247. 
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whom Hippolytus and Clement of Alexandria knew, 
and to whom Tertullian had dedicated a polemic. 1 
What is extant of the writings of Theophilus shows 
that he was a man with a quite moderate power of 
judgment : since he wrote so much, the needs of his 
church must have made him a polemist against the 
numerous influences which were active at that time 
among the Christians in Antioch. 

Possibly the recent assertion is correct 2 to the 
effect that the uncertainty of the inner situation is the 
reason why, after Ignatius and during the whole of the 
second century, Antioch never comes to our notice : 
its bishop is not mentioned amongst those who took 
part in the pronouncement of the eastern churches 
on the question of Easter against Victor. In any case, 
however, this weakness was overcome shortly after¬ 
wards. In a.d. 251 bishop Fabius of Antioch called 
the entire east to his city in order to lend support to 
Novatian in his affairs, and subsequently Antioch 
always took a leading part in movements affecting 
church policy. Twenty years later, bishop Paul 
was already a grandseigneur of immense influence 
even in mundane matters. As a consequence, it is not 
surprising that, in the second century, we scarcely 
hear of Christianity in the region round about Antioch. 
In the third century, it is plain that the mission was 
meeting with increased success, and about a.d. 300 
we find bishops in nearly all the important towns of 
Syria and far beyond in the countryside. 3 The Chris¬ 
tianity grouped round about Antioch was Greek in 
language and mode of thought. 

In Syria, and probably here for the first time, 
there began to develop a Christianity possessing a 

1 See p. 292 and Hilgenfeld, Ketzcrgeschichte, 553-560. 

2 Bauer, op. tit., 67. 3 Hamack, Mission, 2,672 f. 
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national cast : and in the first instance there appeared 
to be two starting points, Arbela and Edessa. Edessa 
lay closer to Antioch and here, during the storms of the 
wars of Rome with Parthia, a family of native princes 
had retained the throne ; about a.d. 250 a person 
called Abgar the ninth was wearing the crown, and 
he attracted Christian scholars to his court, being 
described by them as a “ saintly man ” who had 
“ become a believer ”. 1 At that time also, there was a 
“ temple of the Christian church ” in Edessa, which 
we are told was destroyed by a flood in September, 
a.d. 201. 2 The importance of these notices must not 
be exaggerated to mean that Abgar had made Chris¬ 
tianity the state religion of his little kingdom. Never¬ 
theless they are not without significance. 

About this period, 3 Christianity took root in 
Edessa, its pioneer teacher being Bardesanes. He was 
born in the city, and was an eminent person living 
at the court of the prince and well experienced in 
secular arts : an eye-witness tells with astonishment 
of his skill in archery. 4 He was also the first Syrian 
of whom we know that he wrote learned treatises 
in his mother tongue, and that he composed poems : 
he was the founder of Syriac literature, which was 
built on Christianity. Eusebius speaks of him with 
great respect, calls him an outstanding man, and praises 
him as a fighter against Marcion and other heretics, 
and also declares that his polemic writings had been 
translated into Greek. 5 The Syrians of the following 

1 Julius Africanus in the Kestoi (in Syncellus, Chronogr ., 1,6761 
13 ed. Bonn) Bardesanes p. 607 11 cd. Nau. In addition, however, 
Bauer, op. cit., 10 Felix Haase, Altchr. Kirchcngesch. (1925) 85 f. 

2 Chron. Edessenum 86 = 1,465 ed. Hallier. Erroneously 
questioned by Bauer, op. cit. 18, Haase, op. cit., 89. 

3 I shall neglect the legend of Abgar; cf. supra, 98. 

4 Note 1. above. 6 Eus., H.E., 4,30. 
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period, on the other hand, scold him heartily, and 
reckon him among the gnostic heretics : that is his 
place up to the present day. The polemic caused a 
number of notices to be spread about him, which were 
partially or entirely false, and which sketched him in 
such a way that it required penetrating research, before 
the main lines of his Christianity could be brought to 
the light of day on the basis of unobjectionable sources : 
but at the present time everything is clear. 1 

A few fragments in Greek are extant together with 
the original text of the “ Dialogue on Fate ” as used by 
Eusebius : in addition there is also the fragment of a 
poem on the Creation ; the missing parts can be 
supplied from a good ally in prose, and important 
deductions can be made from the poem. In the first 
instance it is not superfluous to know that Bardesanes 
did not feel himself to be the leader of a sect but 
rather to belong unquestionably to the mighty church 
which filled the world. “ What shall we say about 
ourselves, the * new race ’ of Christians whom Christ 
has caused to be raised in all cities and in all countries 
as a consequence of his own coming ? We are all 
called Christians by the one name of Christ wherever 
we may be found. On the one day of Sunday we come 
together, on the appointed days we fast ”—and then 
he proceeds to speak of the brethren in Gaul, Parthia, 
Judea, Persia, and Mesopotamia, without making 
any kind of distinction. 3 The unit]’- of Christian 
custom, which is obedient to the law of Christ, is 
for him in contrast with the manifold national laws 
which spring from human freedom. Bardesanes does 
not deny the significance of “ fate ” ; its signs are to 

1 The basis was laid by H. H. Schaeder in ZKG., 1932, 21-74. 
The text has been ed. by F. Nau in Patrologia Syriaca 2 (1907), 
492-657. 2 Nau, op. cit., par. 46 p. 607 f. 
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be found in the courses of the stars, but he limits 
their significance to corporeal things and to outer 
circumstances of life : all ethical action is due to the 
decision of the will for good or for evil. It is possible 
for man to free himself from the compulsion of fate 
and attain freedom to obey God’s good command¬ 
ments ; these correspond to man’s nature and are 
gladly laid hold of by him. 1 

Here we have an ethical optimism on Greek lines 
corresponding to the enduring attitude of the Greek 
church. It was only in the west, and in the person 
of Augustine, that Paul’s denial of all human power 
for good was once more brought to life as a Christian 
conviction. According to Bardesanes’s Dialogue, 
Christianity was a new way of life which subordinated 
to itself all differences of a national character, and to 
which men of ethical understanding gladly submitted : 
that was what the Apologists meant, and Bardesanes’s 
doctrine agrees entirely on this point with the universal 
Christian view, in spite of the fact that the majority 
of theologians (but not the laity) shook their heads, 
as in duty bound, at his recognition of some of the 
workings of “ fate ”. However, there was no serious 
opposition to the doctrine of the church catholic, 
and the pleasure felt by Eusebius in this Dialogue 
was quite in order. 

Nevertheless, we must recognize that there was 
a speculative basis for this conception of the goal 
of the moral freedom of the will as consisting in 
liberation of mankind from the compulsion of earthly 
bonds, and as a return to man’s true being ; the basis 
is made clear in the poem on Creation. According to 
this poem, there were in the beginning five elements, 
the ether of light, fire, wind, water, and darkness 
1 Ibid. par. 11-12 pp. 550-3. 
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which was equated with the sombre earth ; their 
original balance was upset by an accident, and all 
became intermingled ; “ and they began to bite one 
another like ravening animals.” God then sent down 
His logos through whom He quieted the raging 
elements, and banished the darkness into the deeps. 
The four other elements then returned to their own 
places : after the strife arose a new order of things 
came into existence, the Kosmos ; it no longer corre¬ 
sponded, however, to the original circumstances, 
but represented a mixture of elements as the final 
effect of the former struggle. In particular, the 
shining clarity of the higher elements was clouded by 
a remnant of darkness, viz. matter. “ Therefore all 
nature and created things hasten to cleanse themselves 
and to eradicate what has been mixed in with them 
from the nature of evil.” Hence, elimination of the 
remaining “ darkness ” was the purpose of Creation, 
and the goal of history and evolution—and darkness 
was, as we may now remark, the evil element. Accord¬ 
ing to the wording of the Dialogue, its elimination 
resulted from an ethical process which restored man¬ 
kind, and along with him the Kosmos, to its shining 
and pure original condition. 

Like the gnostic conceptions of a similar sort 
which we have already described, this piece of 
mythology is only a pictorial garb for a speculative 
view of the universe. To the question about the origin 
of evil, Bardesanes replied that evil was hostility 
towards God, and was also what disturbed His ordina¬ 
tion ; it arose from causes which lie in the nature of 
the world, in any case beyond the reach of human will 
and obligation, but also beyond the divine volition 
because the elements were not created by God, 
but were as eternal as He. Nevertheless God dominated 
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them by His logos and showed mankind the way to 
liberation from evil by means of an ethical will which 
followed the commandment of the logos. The whole 
of this contention could be proved by means of skilful 
exegesis in the Old and New Testament ; Bardesanes 
found the proof there, and in all faith called himself a 
Christian. He set God free from the standing objection 
that the Almighty had not prevented the coming of 
evil, and as a consequence was responsible for it. 
He reached this point, however, by degrading God 
to an organizer of the world, and depriving Him of 
the office of Creator. The church could not let that 
pass without reproving him. 

Marcion had attempted to solve the same problem, 
but did so in a way which did not avoid the accusation 
of ditheism, and which implied on the whole a denial 
of the world : Creation was regarded in a purely 
negative manner as the work of a demiurge of a lower, 
not to say, an evil, character, and the way of redemption 
from it was that of a rigorous asceticism. 1 According to 
Bardesanes, Creation was the important act of God 
making redemption possible : he affirmed the world 
with its light and glory and discovered in the human 
soul ethical powers which freed it from the might of 
darkness. As a consequence we can understand that 
he wrote against the Marcionites, whose representa¬ 
tives, we may therefore gather, had already been 
active in Edessa. When, however, we remember that 
c. a.d. 180 Theophilus the bishop of Antioch had 
written against the heretic Hermogenes, of whom we 
have heard something in other sources, and when 
we remember that the latter attempted to solve 
the problem of evil in the world by the doctrine of 
the eternity of matter, it is possible that we have 
1 Vol. i, 336 ff. 
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reached one source of Bardesanes’ speculation. 
Hermogenes speaks of matter as a mass without order 
and form, similar in its wild movements to a pot which 
was boiling over, until God calmed it by His logos 
and separated the ordered Kosmos from unordered 
matter. 1 All this harmonizes so well with the doctrines 
of Bardesanes that a connection seems very probable : 
and Hermogenes must have exercised an influence 
in Syria, otherwise the bishops of Antioch would 
scarcely have written against him. However, 
Hermogenes speaks in the abstract language of 
philosophers, whereas Bardesanes as a poet gave 
plastic form to the philosophical conceptions of his 
theology. 

It follows that in Antioch contact had been made 
already with the doctrine of the eternity of matter, 
and the dangers of the doctrine had been foreseen ; 
it is very probable that Bardesanes’ heretical character 
was recognized in this city more quickly than else¬ 
where. A document originating in Edessa about 
a. d. 400, 2 although it has a legendary cast, asserts 
that Serapion, bishop of Antioch, had instituted a man, 
PaKit by name, to be bishop of Edessa. That is 
probable. Serapion was bishop of Antioch c. a.d. 200, 
and, if he rightly recognized the significance of 
Bardesanes, it may have appeared important to him to 
assemble the orthodox in Edessa, and it is even possible 
that Serapion’s help had been sought from that 
town. He consecrated a bishop for them in the person 
of Palut, and sent him to the threatened place with 
the appropriate commission. The new church was 
formed, but it was a small minority as over against 

1 Hipp., Refut., 8,17,2. Tert., adv. Hermog., 39. 41. 44. 

2 Doctrina Addai ed. Phillips, p. 15,10 = 50 ; cf. F. C. Burkitt, 
op. (it., pp. 11 ff. 
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the multitude of the Christians who held to Bardesanes, 
and who successfully claimed the name of Christians 
for themselves. On the contrary, here as elsewhere, 
the “ catholic ” church was regarded as a sect and had 
to call itself the “ Palutians ” after its leader and 
founder : that continued to be the case until into 
the fourth century, 1 and the facts suggest that Palut 
was really the first catholic bishop of the city. 

The surviving material is not sufficient to permit 
us to follow the effect of Bardesanes’ theology on 
church life and practice, on worship and custom : 
he wrote 150 hymns of importance, the number 
corresponding to the Psalter. 2 We are told that his son 
Harmonios diligently continued the poetic work of 
his father, and developed his metre further under Greek 
influence. This poetry was popular among the people 
and spread the ideas of the poet. 3 The son did not 
retain his father’s simplicity, but inclined towards 
the playful fantasy of the gnostics ; in this way all 
sorts of gnostic ideas were introduced into the church 
at Edessa. Moreover about the same time, the inde¬ 
pendence of the royal house of Edessa came to an end. 
In a. d. 216, Caracalla marched against the Parthians 
and en route deposed Abgar the ninth, attaching the 
city to the province of Mesopotamia as a Roman 
colony. 

Christians were to be found in the district of 
Osroene outside the city of Edessa—letters were sent 
to Rome from many cities in this district in regard to 
the Easter dispute 4 —but we find no considerable 

1 Ephraem Syrus, translated by von Rucker ( Bibl. d. Kirchenvdter 
vol. 61) 2,81 f. (2,485 f. ed. Rom). 

2 Ephraem 2,554 ed. Rom ; cf. 2,66 ed. Lamy = 2,181 f. Rucker. 

3 Sozomenos 3,16,5-7; cf. Schaeder, ZKG., 1932, 57. 61 f. 

and Nau, op. cit., p. 504 f. 4 Eus., H.E., 5,23,4- 
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traces of them in the immediately following period. 
Edessa remained their headquarters. Churches in 
Mesopotamia 1 were known c. a.d. 250 to Dionysios 
of Alexandria 1 2 : it is probable that Christians were 
to be found in Nisibis, certainly in Hatra 3 ; in the 
little frontier fortress of Dura, a house with a Christian 
chapel has recently been excavated, and appears to 
have been built c. a.d. 230 ; a leaf of parchment 
found at the same place proves that Tatian’s 
Diatessaron was in use in the Greek original as the 
gospel. 4 In this way, original documents prove 
what many literary testimonies assert, that this work of 
Tatian was used as the gospel in the Syrian east. 
We may also infer, therefore, that his ascetic views 
of the nature of Christianity were widespread in that 
region. 5 As a matter of fact, even in the fourth century, 
certain groups of orthodox Syrians regarded celibacy 
as the genuine form of Christianity, and administered 
baptism only to such as had decided on continence. 6 
That was the old tradition of the second century, and 
at best one can only argue whether Tatian or Marcion 
was the more responsible for the spread of this attitude. 

Christianity had also spread over the Tigris into 
the region of Adiabene, striking root first in Arbela, 
and then spreading astonishingly far. A chronicle of 
this city is extant 7 composed in c. a.d. 550, and in 
spite of much legendary material it preserves an 
uncommonly sound historical tradition from an earlier 

1 Harnack, Mission, 2,678-698. 2 Eus., H.E., 7,5,2. 

3 Nau, op. cit., p. 608,8. 

4 Excavations at Dura-Europos , Report V, 238 ff.; Kraeling vide 

supra, p. 128, footnote 3. 

5 Supra, 128. 6 Burkitt, op. cit., p. 62 ff. 

7 E. Sachau, d. Chronik v. Arbela. Abh. Akcd. Berlin, 1915, 

no. 6, 17 ff. 61 f. with plan. F. Haase, Altchr. Kirckengesch., 1925, 
pp. 94-109. 
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period. Addai is mentioned as missionary in Arbela, 
and his name also occurs in the legendary early history 
of the church at Edessa. The name is Jewish, and is an 
abbreviation of Adonijah ; hence the “ apostle Addai ” 
was of Jewish origin. The Jewish section of Arbela 
was particularly influential, and under Claudius the 
royal house went over to Judaism. 1 The chronicle 
fixes the founding of the Christian church in Trajan’s 
time. The question has been raised whether the Jewish 
community in this district provided the starting point 
for the Christian missionaries, and we must grant it as 
extremely probable. 2 

In the tractates of Aphrahat, we possess detailed 
evidence as to the circumstances of Christendom 
in Syria c. a.d. 340, from which circumstances it is 
possible to draw inferences in regard to the earlier 
period. Christians lived here in the closest association 
with the Jews, were vilified and persecuted by them ; 
but they argued with them, and defended their 
doctrines with Biblical proofs. Closer inspection of 
Syrian Christianity shows that it possessed characteristic 
elements which demonstrate not only its great age, but 
also its relation with Jewish ways. Nothing is said 
in regard to philosophical speculations, nor the logos 
theology. The fundamental dogmas are stated in a 
few words ; they come to expression in a confession 3 
of God, as Creator of the world and of men ; He gave 
the Law to Moses. The next article confesses Christ 
and his Holy Spirit who enters man at baptism, and 
assists him to attain resurrection. But in order to 
retain the Spirit, the Christian virtues must be 

1 Jos., Ant., 20,17 IF. SchOrer, Gesch., 3,169. 

2 Sachau, D. Chronik v. Arbela., 1915, no. 6, 30. 42. Also Sachau, 

Z. Ausbr. d. Christentums in Alien ( Abh. Akad. Berlin, 1919, no. 1, 
5 f.). 3 Aphraates, bom., 1,19 ed. Parisot p. 44 f. 
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exercised, a special place being occupied by asceticism. 
Christianity of this kind must not be simply equated 
with the : moralism of the Hellenistic synagogues as, 
say, in 1 Clem ., although in its fundamentally legalistic 
attitude, which receives much emphasis, it differs only 
slightly ; it contains many quotations from Paul, 
but not a breath of his spirit : indeed the emphasis 
placed on asceticism carries one still farther away from 
Judaism. The only thing showing a Hellenistic element 
and a Pauline view is the doctrine of the Spirit. In 
regions enjoying a Greek civilization, the entire 
problem dealt with in speculation on the Trinity 
was enriched by efforts to attain immortality, but in 
Syria there was a primitive doctrine of the resurrec¬ 
tion ; the doctrine being based on ideas originating 
in rabbinic fantasy, and on religious motives that did 
not go beyond the moral sphere. 1 Aphrahat himself 
was not unacquainted with rabbinic learning, and, 
moreover, the Bible used in the Syrian churches 
preserved a text which was dependent upon Jewish 
tradition. These facts justify the supposition that, in 
these eastern regions and in the second and third 
centuries, Judaism played a role as an unwilling vehicle 
of Christian missionary propaganda similar to the 
Judaism of the Mediterranean world in the first and 
second centuries. Nevertheless, Syrian Christianity 
was not mediated from Jerusalem nor from the 
Jewish Christians who set out thence, but bore the 
stamp of Antioch from the beginning. 

The spread of the Christians was remarkably strong 
also in the east. The chronicle of Arbela gives a list 
of seventeen bishoprics which lay on the left bank of the 
Tigris, and which were in existence in a.d. 225 when 
the Sassanid rule was established. The list begins high 
1 Ibid. 6,14 p. 292 ff. 
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among the mountains in the neighbourhood of present- 
day Diarbekr, and descends to the Persian Gulf. A 
supplementary note says that Nisibis and Seleucia- 
Ctesiphon had no bishops in the Parthian period “ on 
account of fear of the pagans ”, but that this lack was 
supplied under the Persian rule. From Bardesanes 1 
we learn that there were Christians, c. a.d. 220, in 
the regions of the Parthians, in Media, Persia, and 
Bactria, and the notices contained in the chronicle 
of Arbela support that assertion in regard to the eastern 
bank of the Tigris. Presumably, Christianity pene¬ 
trated from that district further towards the east : 
a trustworthy notice in another chronicle 2 says that 
the Persian king Shapur, after capturing Valerian 
the Roman emperor (a.d. 260), permitted the bishops 
banned by the emperor to return to the frontier districts, 
and that he settled Roman prisoners in Babylonia, 
Susiana, and Persis : through these people Christianity 
became extremely widespread. We learn that soon 
afterwards, in Rew-Ardashir the seat of the arch¬ 
bishop of Persis (north of the Persian Gulf), two 
churches were built, one for Greek-speaking Christians 
and the other for Syrian Christians, a notice which 
makes plain a certain cultural incongruity which 
developed and became of outstanding significance in 
the history of the following period. 

Side by side with the indigenous religions of the 
Syrians and the Iranians at the beginning of the third 
century, Judaism and Christianity were spreading far 
towards the east. Judaism was at a critical stage in 
drawing a final distinction between itself and 
Hellenism. Once more this mighty western force was 

1 Bardesanes , Nau, p. 607 f. 

2 Chronicle of Seert ed. Scher ( Patrol . orient, 4) p. 222. Sachau, 
Sitz. Akad. Berlin , 1916, 961 f. 
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developing its power in an impressive way : the 
synagogue of Dura, with its beautifully painted walls, 
shows to what extent these Jews were ready to sacrifice 
their own tradition to the attraction of Hellenic culture. 
Moreover in this district, this was a new phenomenon : 
beneath the building erected in a.d. 245, there had 
been an earlier synagogue which had anxiously 
preserved national custom in the many coloured 
decorations. 1 That fact makes it plain that even in these 
lands there was a struggle between the Greek tradition 
and the Talmud ; details have been lost to history, 
but they constitute part of the tragedy in the lot of 
the people of Israel. The Babylonian Talmud was 
victorious, and it gave the spiritual direction followed 
by the history of the Jews. We may infer that Chris¬ 
tianity gained from the contest, and drew the unsatisfied 
to itself. Side by side with the church catholic, which 
was gradually confirming its position, Marcionite 
churches flourished, and also circles of gnostics both 
within and without the church—the east was not less 
stirred by religious forces than was the west. It was 
in this many-sided life that a new world-religion was 
born. 

Its founder was Mani, a youth in whose veins ran 
the blood of the Iranian royal family ; he had grown 
up in south Babylonia, where his father had joined 
a sect of Baptists who practised an ascetic type of life. 
Here the son must have met with all sorts of gjicstic 
doctrines with a Christian name and these must have 
combined with the basic ideas of his ancestral Persian 
religion : when, at 24 years of age, he set out to con¬ 
vert the world, his doctrine was already complete in 
principle. He travelled in the first instance to India, 

1 Rostovtzeff in Rom. Quartalschrift 1934, 206. Excavations at 
Dura-Europos, Report VI, 332 ff. 
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and there founded a church. If he had not known it 
previously, there he learned who Buddha was, and that 
Buddhism was a great religion : but obviously India 
taught him nothing new. 1 When Shapur I mounted 
the throne, in a.d. 241, Mani appeared once more in 
his native land and, after being graciously received by 
the king, began the important part of his missionary 
work. He laboured in the Sassanid empire undisturbed 
for more than thirty years, and was able to send his 
disciples out to all the ends of the earth. Then the anger 
of a new king fell upon him, and the hatred of the 
Parsee priests brought about his crucifixion : he died 
in this way a.d. 273. 

He drew up his doctrines in a series of writings, 
of which a confusing number of notices have been 
preserved, and also fragments of which have lately 
been discovered in caves and rubbish heaps. Moreover, 
disciples wrote sequels to, and commented on, the 
master’s works ; the liturgical books of the churches 
evolved further ; and in this way the teaching con¬ 
tinued to expand. Generations of modern scholars have 
laboured wearily on it until discoveries made at the 
present day put the key into our hands. 2 At an 
earlier date it was sometimes thought that Mani was 
possibly a Christian heretic, and that he ought to be 
included among the gnostics : the view is correct 
to the extent that his doctrine has the characteristic 
marks of gnosticism. If that be preferred, Mani 
can be described as historically the most significant 

1 C. Schmidt, Sitz. Akad. Berlin, 1933, 47 f. Schaeder, Ur/, u. 
Forth, d. manich. Syst., 87 (in Vortrage d. Bibl'tothek Warburg, 
1924-5). 

2 See previous note and further the summary by Polotsky in 
Pauly-W. suppl. 6,240-271. H. H. Schaeder, Manich. u. spatantike 
Religion (Zeits. f. Missionskunde 50 (1935), 65-85). 


35 6 SYRIA AND BEYOND 

of all the gnostics. He himself, however, intended to 
be more than that, and in fact was more. 

He intended to found a religious community 
which would comprehend the entire world for the first 
time. All religions hitherto had been confined in 
space 1 : “ Those which have spread in the west 

(i.e. Christianity) have not reached the east, and those 
which have spread in the east (Parseeism and 
Buddhism) have not reached the west. My hope, 
however, will extend to the west and will also extend 
to the east, and the voice of its preaching will be heard 
in every language and it will be preached in every city. 
My church is superior to earlier churches in this, its 
first point.” His programme of world-wide missionary 
activity became fact. Manichaeism penetrated into 
north Africa in the west, and into China in the east 
and was preached in a multitude of languages. Granted 
that it quickly came to an end in the west, nevertheless 
it endured about a thousand years in Central Asia. 
The attention which the master paid to the national 
characteristics of the different peoples gave rise to a 
corresponding modulation of doctrinal form : Iranians 
heard names sounded in their ears which were familiar 
to them in the Avesta : in Hellenistic regions, phil¬ 
osophical conceptions took the place of mythological 
description, whereas New Testament elements were 
emphasized among Christians. He did not reject 
the earlier religions outright, but recognized them 
as preparatory stages, and he appraised Buddha, 
Zoroaster, and Jesus, as divinely-sent forerunners. 
He described himself as the paraclete prophesied by 
Jesus, and thus took his place among the number of 
men of God regarded as holy by Christians. 2 

As in the case of Bardesanes, the starting point of 

1 Schmidt, p. 45. a Ibid. 56 f. 
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his theological thought was the problem of evil in the 
world ; he did not solve it like the Syrian in a mediating 
and optimistic sense, but by means of the dogma 
of an absolute evil which was eternally opposed to the 
absolute good : this dualism was the fundamental 
dogma upon which all understanding of the world 
must be constructed, and which was brought to expres¬ 
sion in the opposition of light and darkness, and God 
and matter. Quite on gnostic lines Mani taught further 
that this world was the result of a catastrophe. Dark¬ 
ness strove for the light and out of the struggle between 
the two opposed powers a mixed universe came into 
being in which the substance of light was imprisoned 
in the chains of darkness. Moreover, man was some 
such mixed creature. But God made use of him in 
order to liberate the light. He sent His envoy on 
earth to teach man his worth, and to show him the 
way in which he might liberate his own divine sub¬ 
stance of light, and be able to bring it back to its 
original condition. This way was that of asceticism, 
the breaking of the material bonds of the kingdom of 
darkness : it was particularly important to refrain 
from the propagation of children, as that would bind 
new souls of light ever afresh in new bodies. More¬ 
over, no animal was to be hurt or killed, no plants 
uprooted, and no fixed dwelling established in any 
place in this world. The “ elect ”, the perfect disciple 
of the master, must wander about and preach the new 
gospel : his food which was to be entirely vegetarian 
would be provided by another group of Mani’s 
adherents, the “ catechumens ”, who would remain in 
the present world, and by their “ alms ” make the way 
of redemption possible for the elect. The catechumens 
would be satisfied with intellectual agreement and 
active support of the faith to which the chosen would 
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dedicate their actual conduct of life. The members of 
the church confined their acts of worship properly so 
called to offering prescribed prayers, and carrying out 
prescribed fasts, together with the confession of sins. 
Such confession exercised its own redemptive power on 
their natures since it was an act in which the soul 
became aware of itself. There were no sacraments 
nor mysticism of any kind in Manichaeism, features in 
which it differed from both Hellenistic gnosticism and 
Christianity. 

The principles of this doctrine of redemption were 
clear and simple, but they were now put forth in a 
mythological form which left earlier gnosticism far 
behind in its complicated structure and in the multi¬ 
plicity of its parts which had been borrowed from 
every sphere. In the kingdom of light ruled the highest 
god, “ father of greatness,” whose nature was developed 
in five types of conception : opposed to him was the 
land of darkness with the five “ sombre ” elements, 
smoke, fire, wind, water, darkness. The entire material 
world was similarly divided into pentads, a world 
which was striving uneasily as it fought against itself, 
and was only able to organize its powers when it 
looked beyond its own frontier, saw the glory of the 
kingdom of light, and decided to conquer it. God sent 
his personified powers in defence, particularly the 
“ primordial ” man with the five “ light ” elements, 
air, wind, light, water, fire. In the course of the struggle 
primordial man abandoned the elements of light : 
they were swallowed up by darkness and so mixed with 
it that they grew to a living unity with the foreign 
elements and forgot their home. Moreover, primordial 
man fell for a time into this unconscious condition 
but was rescued by the “ living spirit ” which was sent 
down from above, and at the same time the nous, 
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heavenly reason, which dwelt in him, was also rescued. 
Thereupon the world was created for the purpose of 
redeeming the imprisoned light elements : a highly 
developed mythology depicts the judgment which the 
living spirit pronounced on the daemons (archons) of 
the world of darkness, from whose skin, flesh, and 
bones, the Kosmos was constructed. From the parts of 
light which had remained uncontaminated, the sun and 
moon were created as the “ ships of light ” in which all 
other light elements that became free were to gather 
in order to voyage home to the kingdom. The increase 
of the incoming multitudes of light can be observed 
each month as the moon increases in size. 

At this point, the “ third envoy ” descends in order 
to begin the work of redemption, the first act being 
the sexual seduction of the daemon-archons by 
attractive light beings : great multitudes of light are 
thereby set free and give darkness concern about the 
rest of its booty. The latter therefore creates the human 
pair Adam and Eve in a fantastically extravagant 
manner, and they are ordained to take the germs of 
light which dwell in them and, by sexual reproduction, 
bind them ever anew to the flesh, i.e. the material 
of darkness, and thereby make further liberation 
impossible. But even this plan of defence fails. A new 
figure in the mythological drama now came down to 
Adam in the person of the “ Jesus of glory ”, and taught 
him to recognize the character of light which his soul 
possessed, and which had a divine origin : in this way 
he roused opposition in him against the bonds of 
matter, and made him long for freedom. Jesus brought 
“ nous ”, the divine reason, as an operative factor to 
mankind—somewhat the same as the Christian 
apologists mean by the term logos—and it created in 
human souls five “members of the soul”—i.e. 
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elements in the understanding—and the five virtues, love, 
faith, perfection, patience, and wisdom: those were the 
weapons which the soul could use in its fight for freedom. 

In the course of time however, the operations of 
nous are forgotten ; messengers are continually re¬ 
newed and sent to the earth in order to advise men 
and direct them to the right way : these were the 
founders of the great religions recognized by Mani as 
his forerunners, the last of them being Jesus. In 
connection with this mythology, Jesus can of course 
only find his place as a preacher of nous, but he is 
frequently identified with primordial man or described 
as his son, and he is also set side by side with the third 
envoy, or put in his place—his sufferings and death 
are not regarded as historical events, nor as genuine 
experiences on the part of Jesus. For the Manichaeans, 
the Passion is a mythological event, and what is meant 
by Jesus on the cross is the soul as chained and bound 
to matter. In his letters, Mani regularly follows the 
example of Paul, and describes himself as “ apostle of 
Jesus Christ ” ; in this way, he consciously takes his 
place in the long series of the divinely sent envoys of 
nous, and is the last and final herald of redemption by 
light. All that now remained was the end of this world 
as predicted and depicted already in the New 
Testament, and the triumph of light over darkness. 

The outlines have only been reproduced quite 
roughly in the above discussion, but if we take the 
mythological elements and develop them by means of 
innumerable details and applications, and follow them 
in their rhythm as shaped by the numbers five and 
twelve, we shall obtain some conception of the varied 
elements in the Manichean view of the world ; over 
and above all this, it contains numerous cross currents, 
illogical interpolations, parallels, and changes of 


LAST DAYS 


361 

images, names, and ideas, all confused together in such 
a manner that no conspectus is possible. Moreover, 
whereas the principles of the new religion remained 
unchanged for centuries, yet even during the master’s 
lifetime, the fantasy of his school took forcible posses¬ 
sion of the mythological images, developed them 
further in some respects, simplified them in others, 
and introduced new colours until the ground tints 
totally disappeared. As far as we can tell that is a 
characteristic phenomenon found among all gnostic 
schools, but in Manichaeism it comes forward especially 
plainly, and has contributed more than a little towards 
our difficulty in understanding its original form. Never¬ 
theless we can now understand that even in Mani’s 
own thought the visionary figures of gnostic fantasy 
were dominant, and drew him aside from simple 
observation and a plain way of knowledge. 

His religion was a development of both Christianity 
and gnosticism, and was quite conscious of its con¬ 
nection with both : but the Greek spirit, which 
demanded rational clarity, departed from it, and the 
mythological redeemers silenced the voice of the 
Galilean preacher. The roots of religion as found in 
history have been lost, the only remaining feature being 
the incomprehensible godhead whose germ in the 
human soul cries for redemption—and man who by 
negating this world redeems both himself and God. 
This religion was not capable of a genuine evolution : 
as a consequence for a millennium it retained a 
mummified form on the borderland of history, and lost 
its soul. Christianity entered the living stream of 
spiritual growth in the west, and throughout the 
centuries changed with it : in every period however, 
in the Christian churches, the ancient simple words of 
the gospel re-echoed unchanged. 


Chapter Thirteen 
EGYPT 


It has always been a striking fact that during the 
first hundred years of Christian preaching, and indeed 
for a considerably longer period, Egypt never comes 
within our horizon ; as a consequence when scholars 
attempted at a later date to write the history of the 
church, they endeavoured laboriously to fill the blanks 
of knowledge from a fictitious list of bishops of 
Alexandria, and with a legend which claims that Mark 
founded the church. Nevertheless Egypt enjoyed the 
liveliest intercourse with the east and Rome, both of 
which were already strongly penetrated by Christianity. 
There must have been a special ground for the absence 
of information, and recently 1 an attempt has been 
made to say that at the earliest period in Egypt, a 
Christianity flourished which deviated in an intolerable 
manner from the ways of the church as seen in the 
following period ; in other words it was heretical. 
If this were the case, orthodox writers of history would 
have had every reason for silence, and in fact all 
notices about Christians in Egypt during the first 
three-quarters of the second century have to do with 
heretics. 

Basilides began his activity as a teacher during the 
reign of Hadrian, and Valentine similarly in the early 
Antonine period ; these great gnostics were sur¬ 
rounded by a swarm of disciples and rivals; we even 
find Apelles the Marcionite present for a short time. 2 

1 W. Bauer, Rechtglaubigkeit u. Ketzerei, 49-64 

2 Vol. 1, 270. 377. 
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Moreover when the church repulsed the gnosticism 
which surrounded it in the Mediterranean world, 
gnosticism continued to reverberate for centuries, 
particularly in literature translated into Coptic, as well 
as on papyrus in the Greek original. In addition, a 
thoroughly gnostic product, the “Egyptian Gospel,” 1 is 
shown by its name to have been the one that was quite 
customary in Egypt, and this moreover in opposition 
to our four gospels. This phenomenon meant that 
“ the Egyptians ”, or more precisely the Egyptian 
Christians, were gnostics. The “ Gospel of the 
Hebrews ” which was also current in Egypt was not less 
gnostic ; it was cited by Clement and Origen and is 
probably to be differentiated from the text used by the 
Jewish Christians of Syria 2 : it is possible that it was 
used by groups of Jewish Christian gnostics. All these 
facts support the presumption that in Egypt—similarly 
to Syria—a Christianity took root at first in gnostic 
forms, and that the church catholic was victorious in 
this region, only at a late date, and after a severe 
struggle with gnosticism ; possibly Rome gave help 
that was of vital significance. It is also possible that the 
remarkable independence of what might be called the 
parish churches of Alexandria and the late develop¬ 
ment of the episcopacy were connected with these 
facts. 3 

In any case we can only make contact with the 
church catholic .at earliest in the person and at the 
time of bishop Demetrius (189-231), and the first 
great representative of the church catholic was Clement 
of Alexandria. In all probability he was born in Athens, 

1 Klostermann, Apokrypha II ( K /. Texte 8, 2nd edit. p. 12 f.); 
cf. ZNfV. 1936, pp. 24 fF. 

2 Vol. 1, 246, Klostermann, op, cit p. 5 f., no. 5. 27. 

3 Supra , 81 f. 
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and his writings give the impression that he was a 
genuine Greek. His family came to possess Roman 
citizenship by the aid of a Flavian as is shown by his 
full name Titus Flavius Clemens : it has been 
suggested 1 that the patron was the consular Flavius 
Clemens 2 executed by Domitian. Like the apologist 
Justin 3 he travelled throughout the world in search of 
wisdom, and heard teachers in Hellas, lower Italy, and 
the orient with advantage : but all his longings were 
satisfied by Pantainos whom he found in Egypt. 4 

The latter belongs to the not very small number 
of extraordinary teachers whose memory has been 
preserved to history only by the grateful recollections 
of an eminent pupil. Over and above all this, Eusebius 
mentions the rumour that he had been a Stoic, and had 
made a missionary journey to India. 5 Modern attempts 
to reconstruct his lectures from the writings of Clement 
may be regarded as failures. 6 We must reckon 
Pantainos as belonging to a group of “ presbyters ” 
often quoted by Clement, i.e. to those of an older 
generation, who affected him only by word of mouth, 
and whom he regarded as trustworthy vehicles of early 
Christian tradition. Irenaeus felt himself dependent on 
a quite similar group of “ presbyters ”. Pantainos, 
however, was the most influential among them because 
he was the head of the “ Alexandrine catechumen 
school ”. 7 Only at a later date do we learn fuller 
particulars about the school : under Origen it was a 
centre of Christian learning, and was attended by 

1 O. Stahlin in the excellent introduction to his translation : Bib/, 
d. Kirchenvdter, 2nd series, vol. 7, p. 10. 2 Supra, 209. 

3 Justin, dial., 2. 4 Clem., Strom., 1,11,1 f. 

5 All the notices have been assembled by Harnack, Altchr. Lit., 
1,291-6. 

8 J. Munck, Unters. iiber Klemens v. Alex. (1933) 1 73 —2 ° 4 - 

7 Eus., H.E., 5,10,1. 4. 
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adherents of all religions and philosophies ; it also 
employed the methods of ancient science and learning 
in constructing its syllabus. We may feel drawn to 
ascribe even to the early stages of the Christian school 
the breadth of horizon corresponding to the spirit of 
Greek learning which had been at home in Alexandria 
from early in the Ptolemaic period, and to connect the 
school with the interests which were directed towards 
philosophy and Biblical study as found in Egyptian 
gnosticism, interests which sought contact with the 
growing church catholic. 

Whatever the beginnings may have been, Clement 
succeeded Pantainos, stamped his personality upon 
the school, and gave it a character which can be clearly 
and unambiguously expressed in the formula of “a 
Christian gnosis of a consciously catholic type.” All 
we know of the rest of Clement’s life can be said 
in a few words. He first became well-known under the 
emperor Commodus (180-192). 1 The persecution 
under Septimius Serverus (202/3) scattered the 
Christian teachers of the town 2 and in the year 211 
we meet again with Clement carrying an episcopal 
communication from Cappadocian Caesarea to Antioch. 
About five years later, he was mourned as dead. 3 

The notices in regard to his work as a writer are 
more detailed and, in a manner for which we are grateful, 
they extend our knowledge beyond the extant works : 
in his Church History, Eusebius lists those with which 
he was acquainted, and the Constantinoplitan scholar 
Photios caused Clement’s works to be read aloud 
(c. a.d. 850) and he dictated to his secretary his relevant 

1 Eus., H.E., 5,11,1 ; also E. Schwartz in Eus., H.E., vol. 3,29. 
Julius Africanus fragm. 52 (Routh, Reliquiae Sacrae, 2nd edit. 2,207). 

2 Supra , 166. Eus., H.E., 6,3,1. 

3 Eus., H.E., 6,11,6. 14,9- Harnack, Chronologic, 2,6. 
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remarks : which were not few. 1 Three large works and 
a small tractate are extant, but only short notices and 
fragments of other writings. 2 The three principal 
writings are connected in substance with each other, 
and, in spite of all the hesitation which has been felt 
about the term, they may confidently be described as a 
trilogy. The first was intended to convert the reader to 
Christianity, the second to instruct in the Christian 
manner of life, the third to describe the ideal of a com¬ 
plete Christian as initiated into the deep things of 
knowledge. Clement fixed his plan at quite an early 
date, but, in carrying out the third part, his mind 
oscillated, and after many delays he was finally obliged 
to leave it unfinished. 3 

Clement lived in the midst of the lively mental 
activity of his time, and his eyes were open to the crowd 
of ideas which were nowhere else developed in such 
varied ways as in Alexandria. Here exact science was 
quite at home, and for a long time the reflection of a 
fading glory shone over it. When Clement first came 
to the city, the astronomer Claudius Ptolemaios, who 
was responsible for the cosmology which was normative 
for the next millennium, had died shortly before. 
Philology still maintained its tradition, and Apollonios 
Dyskolos wrote on Greek accidence and syntax. 
Athenaios lived in Naukratis close by, and prepared a 
Platonic feast from the content of several handbooks 
and numerous pigeon holes, as Aulus Gellius had 
already done in the west : and the educated public 
accepted his invitation gladly. By that time the great 

1 Eus., H.E., 6,13,1-7. Photios, Bibl. cod., 109-m. 

a Ed. by O. Stahlin, 1905-1909 translation of the Protr. Paedag. 
and Strom., I—III in Bibl. d. Kirchenvater, 2nd series, vol. 7. 8. 17 
; Engl, transl. by W. Wilson in the Ante-Nicene Christ. 
Library, vol. 4. 12. 22. 24 (1867-1872). 

3 Clem., Paed., 1,1 f. Strom. 4,3. 
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gnostics had already passed away, but their schools 
remained and influenced Christians and pagans. 
Those who pursued philosophical inquiries held Plato 
to be the most important force, and Ammonios, who 
was to be his prophet, was still undiscovered, and still 
carrying bales into the warehouses at the harbour. 

In a world of this kind, Clement felt himself at 
home : he wrote for it, and enjoyed a wide public, 
because he possessed citizenship in this world, and had 
no need to struggle for recognition as was the case, e.g., 
with Justin and his fellow apologists. In Alexandria, 
mental life and culture had developed more rapidly 
than elsewhere, a fact which signified a better pathway 
for Christianity. Clement was a philosopher and a 
gnostic, a philosopher at the beginning, a gnostic at the 
end, but both as a Christian : and he wished to prove to 
the world that it was in this very combination that the 
solution of its problems was to be found ; at the same 
time it afforded complete insight into the apparently 
simple and broadly outlined doctrines of the church 
catholic. He expressed these opinions to his readers in a 
kind of language and in a style such as was required 
from a writer of belles lettres. 

He took trouble to write Attic Greek, and, where it 
seemed to him appropriate, he made use of the optative 
mood although it was already dying out in living 
speech ; occasionally, he interwove elegant dual forms 
md other grammatical tit-bits. He constructed sen- 
ences effectively in a rhetorical manner, and his 
balanced periods in twos and threes or longer series, 
requently even with a rhythmic movement, gave 
pleasure to the hearers. Then again, artistic periods 
oiled musically along, filled with the vocabulary of 
entimental language. The modes which were usual at 
he time as effective oratory were applied by Clement 
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to attain his purpose, nor did he refrain here and there 
from placing his “ unsophisticated ” and “ simple 
language ” “ merely to serve his purpose ” in contrast 
with the ornamental “ cooing of doves ”, as was usual 
in the “ear-ticklings of the Sophists” : these very 
phrases are taken from the handbook. 1 Like Tertullian 
in the west, so Clement in the east (where it was more 
difficult) was the first Christian whom the literary 
world was compelled to recognize as a modern writer 
in the full sense of the term. It regarded Clement 
as a sophist equally with Aristides or Philostratus, and 
it was possible to take up his writings with their special 
content without spoiling one’s good taste. 

First of all there was a “ Protreptikos ”, an “ address 
aiming at conversion ” : this was a customary title 
for rhetorical documents intended to encourage men 
to come to a certain decision, and was employed both 
in political rhetoric and among philosophers and 
moralists : Aristotle wrote a propreptikos, likewise 
Epicurus and a considerable number of Stoics including 
Kleanthes, Chrysippos, and Poseidonios. Clemenl 
chose a similar title in order to show the reader that il 
was intended to convert him to Christianity, but, botl 
here and in his other writings, he was right in avoiding 
the dryness of a philosophical schoolmaster, and ir 
using the language of an elegant and modern Sophist 
the subject-matter itself brought out the earnestness o 
the address. 

We hear the bewitching songs of Amphion, Arion 
and Orpheus, and the cicada alights helpfully on th> 
lyre of Eunomos—but what is the significance of thes' 
ancient sages ? Error and Bacchic madness, slaver 
and the tyranny of daemons. Now the eternal mode c 
truth can be heard in the new song of the divine logo 
1 Clem., Strom., 1,22,4 f. 2 > 3 > x and frequently. 
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“ which banishes worry and ill will, and causes us to 
forget suffering This pure song of harmony will 
be heard to the ends of the world and weave everything 
closely together according to God’s fatherly will. The 
lyre and the zither are mindless instruments which the 
logos contemns. His instrument of many notes is the 
great universe and mankind the microcosm ; its 
harmonious music which is produced by the Spirit 
is his accompaniment when he sings to the praise of 
God. Here we have the meaning of the new song : 
that the logos, who was in the beginning and who had 
created the world, has become visible and has appeared 
to us as Christ the Saviour, and the teacher of the right 
life, the life which leads to immortality. 

In such words we can detect the beginning of a 
Christian sense of life such as we have not hitherto 
met. It is no longer the defiant polemical tone of the 
apologists who are thrusting aside the wrong and 
demanding righteousness sharply ; it is not the 
fanatical hatred and the forensic sharpness seen in 
Tertullian ; rather superior conviction and calm 
assurance shape the ideas with poetic power, and cause 
them to produce a hymn of triumph to Christ as the 
herald of the final and eternal truth. 

The very first sections of the book lead the reader up 
to the heights : the subject matter is to be the logos 
of the world, and this logos has appeared as Christ, 
after being prophesied in the Bible and preached by 
John the Baptist. Then the reader experiences a sense 
of great disquietude as the argument deteriorates when 
Clement discusses the long silent oracles of forgotten 
gods, and the shameless features of obscure mysteries. 
It is true that Clement soon enters the stream of 
customary polemic against the ancient forms of 
worship ; the unavoidable themes are handled in 
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detail, and also the Sibyl bears witness on behalf 
of the truth. Philosophers are cross-examined, and 
Plato, who stands close to the gateway which leads to 
a final knowledge of God, is compelled to confess that 
the Hebrews were his tutors. Even Xenophon, 
Kleanthes, and, in particular, Pythagoras are called 
in as preachers of a true doctrine of God. Then follows 
a multitude of quotations selected from the poets, 
some of the quotations being taken from anthologies 
which are known to us elsewhere ; then with an 
impressive independence, the prophets of the Old 
Testament follow on, accompanied by the Sibyl, as 
if anything else were impossible. This intentional 
blotting out of the boundary between Hellenic and 
Biblical writings raises the unity of the divine revelation 
in the entire world to the point of being an implicit 
conviction with which in the sequel the doctrines of the 
New Testament writings readily combine. And when 
later a thousand voices from ail regions of the world 
come together into a unity of divine harmony, a single 
chorus rises, which the logos conducts as choirmaster, 
until the whole issues in the theme of the final truth 
which is expressed as “ Abba, dear Father ”. 1 

Thus far Clement has been sketching in broad lines 
The doubts of the hearers now come to expression, and 
he piles up earnest exhortations seriously and scoffingly 
against these doubts in order to compel hesitating 
hearts to reach a conclusion that means salvation : 
as a pastor of souls, he is always finding fresh reasons 
until he concludes with brilliant images. The sirens 
sit on the cliffs which threaten death and sing the 
seductive song of worldly pleasure. Remain in the 
ship which the logos steers, and bind yourself like 
Odysseus to the mast : then you are certain of voyaging 
1 Clem., Protr.y 88,3. 


P AIDAGOGOS 


371 

to the heavenly harbour, and you will celebrate the 
mysteries of the logos on God’s holy mountain, and 
you will dance in the circle of the righteous and the 
angels round about the uncreated and eternal God who 
is truly one. Jesus addresses mankind, all who possess 
reason, barbarian and Hellene, the entire human 
race whom he created according to the Father’s will : 
Listen you thousand tribes, come to me—and then 
follows a rhetorical finale of exceptional art : the words 
of Jesus echo ever more mightily, shorter sentences 
strike on the attention of listeners like hammers on the 
anvil ; immortality, aphtharsia, and gnosis flare up and 
re-echo in the Saviour’s call “ come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest 

We now come to Clement’s peroration ; it begins 
in a tempestuous tempo, then, becoming more 
leisurely, he takes up Christ’s warning and faces 
philosophic hearers with the choice of “ the truth of 
the logos or the illusion of the masses The logos 
makes you the friend of God, and everything will be 
yours just as everything is God’s, for what friends 
possess they possess in common. At this point, we 
may claim that the Christian alone is devout, and rich, 
and nobly born, the image of God ; we believe that he 
who is in harmony with reason and has become holy 
through Christ Jesus is already to that extent like God. 
This grace is spoken of in the prophetic word, “ I said 
ye are gods and all of you children of the most high.” 
That is the final word that Clement has to say to the 
Greeks : his purpose is to show them the way to 
deification ; Christ’s promise is the fulfilment of the 
deepest human longing. The Protrepikos then closes. 

Clement’s second book follows immediately on the 
first, and develops before the reader’s eye the plan 
of a trilogy. The logos has inspired ethical efforts in a 
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man—that was the purpose of the Protrepikos—and 
it now comes forward as tutor in order to edify his soul 
with advice and encouragement : hence the theme of 
the work upon which we are entering is Christ as 
tutor (Paidagogos). The description of Christ as 
teacher (Didascalos) is reserved for future treatment 
when theological doctrine and revelation will form the 
subject matter. In the first work, Clement had really 
had pagans in mind, and had taken account of their 
views and prejudices, but now, in the Paidagogos, 
he clearly draws the line between his own doctrine and 
gnostic theories in which there is a gulf separating 
faith and knowledge. On the one hand are, for them, 
the psychics, the average writings of the church catholic 
which make shift with blind faith and understand the 
Bible literally ; on the other side are the pneumatics to 
whom the Spirit reveals the knowledge of divine secrets, 
and who pierce through the letter of scriptural words 
to a deeper sense. They and they alone are complete 
Christians. 

Clement refuses to recognize anything of this sort 
of thing. He who has been baptized has thereby become 
a complete Christian : illuminated, son of God, 
perfected, immortal—just as Christ gave us an example 
by his baptism. Baptism takes the Christian at one 
stroke out of the kingdom of darkness and puts him 
into the shining light of the knowledge of God ; sin 
falls from him like a dark cloud, and, with the pure 
eyes of the Spirit, he looks towards heaven to behold the 
divine. All of us who have been baptized have set aside 
earthly passions, and are spiritual men, pneumatics, 
before the Lord. Faith is the essence of the Christian 
life in the present world, it seizes in advance what will 
be in the future and therefore it is comprehensive and 
perfect—for what can stand higher than eternal life as 
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seized by faith and becoming actual only after the 
resurrection ? Gnosis is not essentially different from 
faith, but is only the new light which has become 
conscious. 1 When we read the Paidagogos we 
do not suspect anything of what Clement will construe 
further on from the term gnosis. 

We have seen how the question of the origin of evil, 
or of sin, frequently disturbed the minds of Christian 
thinkers. With occasional side glances at gnostic 
opinions Clement reduces the problem to a discussion 
whether in God’s case righteousness harmonizes with 
goodness, anger and punishment with kindly promise, 
and in the context of his argument he reaches an easy 
solution by the theory of the divine tutelage : he finds 
himself in the position to refer not only to Biblical 
passages but to quote Plato’s Gorgias, and he opposes 
the conception of a righteous God to false ideas of the 
divine wrath ; *' The one who exercises choice is guilty, 
God is innocent ” says Plato, and Paul agrees. The 
cause of sin is to be found in human free will 2 —but in 
the breath of the spirit of God which man received at 
Creation lies the worth of man whom God loves and the 
reason why he sends to him on earth His only begotten 
son. 3 At this point Clement touches upon the gnostic 
view of the spark of light or the nucleus of pneuma 
which rests in man, and’which urges towards God for 
redemption. 4 

Man whom he had made from dust God brings to a 
new birth by water, makes him grow by means of the 
Spirit, trains him by the Word, brings him by means of 
His commandments to sonship and salvation in order 

1 Clem., Paed., 1,25-31 ; cf. 32-52. 

2 Of. cit., 1,62-70; cf. Plato, Ref., 10 p. 617A 

3 Clem., Paed.) 1,7 f. 

4 Supra, 361, and vol. 1, 390 f. 
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that by His approval the earth-born might be trans¬ 
formed into a holy and heavenly man, and thus fill the 
scriptural word : “ Let us make man in our image after 
our likeness What God then said is completely 
fulfilled in Christ but with the rest of mankind it 
remained at the stage of “ likeness ”. As a consequence 
we desire to fulfil the Father’s will, to hear the word of 
the logos-paidagogos, and in our lives to imitate the 
redemptive life of our Saviour. He gives us the 
commandments and describes their nature in order that 
we may be able to fulfil them. This kind of life is 
simple and makes no claims, it is self-sufficient and 
moves without a burden of cares towards eternity. 
The logos guides it with his instructions, and these are 
in accordance with reason. 

What is contrary to right reason is sin, and leads 
to sufferings. Obedience to the reason of the logos is 
what we Christians call faith, and that leads 
automatically to the fulfilment of what the Stoic 
philosophers call “ duties ”. The Christian life, 
to which the Paidagogos now directs us, is a sum of 
reasonable actions which are covered by the Lord’s 
commandments, divine principles which have been 
written down in Holy Scripture to provide us with 
spiritual guidance. 1 In this way the basis of a Christian 
X doctrine of ethics is provided : Christ the logos, the 
world principle of reason, has himself undertaken the 
upbringing of the immature Christian race. He has 
written down His commandments in the Bible of the 
Old and New Testaments, he brings about their ful¬ 
filment in individual Christians by means of His Holy 
Spirit, but also determines all other obligatory actions 
round about in the world, because “ duty ” is always 
the consequence of a rational principle which therefore 
1 Clem., Paed., 1,98-103. 
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proceeds from the logos. It is not surprising, but due 
to an inner necessity, that Christian and Stoic ethics are 
in agreement. All this becomes clear in the last chapter 
of the first book of the Paidagogos, and it comes for¬ 
ward at every turn in the two following books, which 
set out the practical consequences of the basic principles. 
Clement is a disciple of the Stoics also in so far as he 
constructs his ethics not only in the form of general 
principles, but also discusses systematically the various 
spheres of life, and makes his teaching clear in 
individual cases—what we should call casuistry. 

Hence, with the beginning of the second book, the 
writing deals immediately with problems of daily life. 
It discusses one after the other the questions of eating, 
drinking, expensive furniture, music, dancing and 
other forms of amusement, banquets, laughter, 
ribaldry, gentlemanly behaviour, anointings, and 
wreaths, sleep, sexual intercourse, luxurious clothing, 
footwear, costly ornament—such are the subjects of the 
first book. It is significant that ethical exhortation and 
rules of politeness go hand in hand here, that Biblical 
proofs are to be found in closest combination with 
philosophical considerations and with typical Stoic 
references to what is in accordance with nature, and 
therefore to what is reasonable. 

Simple foods are healthy, over-eating and drinking 
spoils digestion and makes a man ill. The gluttony of 
rich epicures is contemptible, as also their insatiable 
search for new tit-bits. And if such a banquet with its 
redolent meats and tasty ragouts should be called a 
Christian agape, that would be blasphemy against the 
logos. A distinction must be made between the feast 
of agape and every other social meal, although such 
was instituted and esteemed by Christ himself. We 
must use the gifts of food as if we were their masters, 
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and not like slaves dependent on them. If we accept 
an invitation, we must partake of the foods that are 
offered, but always in moderation, without undue 
eagerness, and wait until it is our turn to be served. 
It is impolite and unreasonable to stand up and hold 
one’s nose above the dishes in order to smell the odours, 
or to stir the foods with the hands, or to chew with the 
mouth full so that one’s veins stand out in the head and 
sweat rolls down. One should also be careful not to soil 
the hands, the table-cloth, or the beard, not to speak 
with the mouth full, nor to eat and drink at the same 
time. Foods are also an evil in so far as their purpose 
is to tickle the appetite. A simple meal can itself provide 
an attractive change. The middle way in all things is 
good, and not least in matters of the table : extremes 
are dangerous, the mean is good, but the mean is 
present where nothing essential is lacking, for the 
natural appetites find their limits in a satisfying 
moderation. In this doctrine, Moses and Plato are 
agreed. 1 

Such examples enable us to perceive the manner in 
which Clement wrote his Christian ethics : at the same 
time, it also shows for whom he was writing. Obviously 
it was not for Christians as such, but for the wealthy 
and educated amongst them, to whom luxuries of the 
table, of clothing, and of ornaments provided daily 
seductions, and who associated with people to whom the 
style of living of the upper ten thousand in the rich 
commercial city of Alexandria was an everyday matter. 
These were the same groups as those for whom he 
wrote his tractate on the rich young man, groups in 
whose ears the saying about the camel and the needle’s 
eye had a sharp sound ; they wished indeed to follow 
the Lord, but, to no greater extent than the rich young 
1 Ibid. 2,1-18. 
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man, did they desire to sell their goods and give to the 
poor. Clement comforted them with the assurance that 
that was not to be understood literally. The Lord 
did not command an actual getting rid of their property, 
but to free one’s heart from the dominance of property 
and, as a consequence, to break the bonds between one’s 
self and all kinds of desire and worry. Poverty by itself 
did not bring one to God, and to give away one’s goods 
made no one into a Christian. The decisive matter was 
the attitude of the soul. He who gave away his property 
but afterwards missed it regretfully and longed for it, 
had only suffered by his own action. It was much better 
to have enough for one’s self and not be compelled to 
worry, and to be in a position to help others. How could 
human society survive if no one had any property ? 
Wealth rightly used was an aid to righteousness. 1 

In all the greater towns at the end of the second 
century, Christianity had penetrated into the upper 
classes ; in Alexandria, this fact had produced the 
necessity for formulating a theology to deal with the 
question of the relationship between culture and 
Christianity : Clement did not hesitate to answer this 
question in a positive sense. The gnostics had acted 
similarly in various ways, but Clement was not at all 
inclined to modify the ethical requirements of religion 
in order to purchase the friendship of cultured people. 
Similarly he gave away no ground to fanatical hatred 
of this world, nor to the cruder forms of asceticism 
which sometimes brought that hatred to expression. 
Philosophers of the Stoic and Cynic schools had not 
seldom adopted drastic forms of denial of the world, 
and Clement had examples of this kind in mind. He 
affirmed the world and the forms of society as a field 


1 Clem. Quis dives salvetur, 11-14. 
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of operation for Christian neighbourly love, 1 and felt 
it only desirable that the world, as an object of desire, 
should be banished from the soul : in this way as a 
Christian, he came to the same attitude as we have 
already noted in the most eminent Stoics. The only 
difference was that the coolness which formed the 
undertone of the latter’s philosophy gave place to a 
warm-hearted love and a readiness to help in the service 
of God : and that difference was of critical importance. 
Thus the idea of a Christianization of the world was 
transferred from the spheres of apocalyptic fantasy, and 
brought into the region where historical forces were in 
operation. 

* The first two writings of the trilogy are exhortations, 
of which one is addressed to pagans and the other to 
Christians. The third was intended to be of didactic 
content dealing with Christian knowledge and revela¬ 
tion. Clement had not the gifts adequate to writing 
such a work as this. He would have had to lay out his 
material quite logically, expound his leading ideas as to 
Christian doctrines in a systematic interconnection, and 
give a lucid account down to the details. This he was 
unable to do as he was not a systematic theologian. 
The proof is to be seen quite clearly in the two previous 
works. Splendid discussions of details, appropriate 
statements of the case, surprising connections, noble 
feelings brought to effect with masterly rhetorical skill 
and applied to crucial points—he possessed all these 
accomplishments. But he was unable to bring together 
great masses of material in a perspicuous manner, and 
to arrange it with logical clarity. He delighted in the 
whole of the material which came his way, but he did 
not dominate it. For this reason, it was impossible for 
him to write the projected Didaskalos. 

1 Ibid. 30-5. 


STROM ATEIS 


379 

^ But in his case, necessity became a virtue. He was 
firmly convinced that, in the Holy Scriptures, the basic 
principle was carried through ; that it contained the 
final truths about divine things ; and therefore that it 
was a duty for the present theologians to follow the 
same example, and to conceal the best and deepest 
things of knowledge so that only the tireless searcher 
would be able to find them. The form of a learned com¬ 
pendium, such as the Didaskalos was intended to 
supply, was unsuitable for this purpose. For the 
extensive discussions which were to follow, he therefore 
chose the literary form of the “ Stromateus ”, i.e. 
“ carpet ”, a form which was also more suited to his 
genius. The title was familiar amongst the sophists of 
the second period, and is similar to other titles usual 
at the time such as “ The Meadow ”, “ The Mountain 
of the Muses ”, “ The Honeycomb ”, and the already 
mentioned “ Banquets ” and “ Attic Nights ”. The 
idea conveyed was that the writing possessed a many- 
coloured content with most varied interests, and was 
presented in an attractive form and with charming 
variety. It was put forth in the light and entertaining 
style of a journalistic article, and the reader was 
intended to know that he was safe from the dryness of 
a pedantic scholar. All this was frequently the case, 
but, among the extant examples, there are some which 
are not exactly interesting to our taste. 

This kind of writing was eminently suited to 
Clement’s literary style. He was free from all the bonds 
of systematic treatment, and was able to make effective 
use of his wide reading and his earnest type of thought, 
where and when and how it suited him ; he passed 
from one thing to another, and, after long digressions 
returned to the highway along which he was actually 
journeying. He brought confusion to a reader who, 
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pen in hand, was endeavouring to trace the logical 
connection of his discussions, and he opened his heart 
only to the one who had time to let him say all he had to 
say, who had patience to test the selection of material 
again and again, and who would search for the seeds of 
corn, the vein of gold, the nut kernels, and the glowing 
coals, which were cleverly concealed in the apparently 
confused multitude of what Clement had to offer. His 
intention was to make it difficult for the reader to 
discover his deepest truths, and to frighten away the 
unelect from visiting the sacred region. He expressly 
declared that that was his duty, because he must not 
throw the pearls of Christian truth before swine . 1 
When we remember that, in the preface to his “ Attic 
Nights ”, Gellius 2 had similarly warned off the unelect 
from entering the mysteries of his learned medley, 
we perceive that such forms of expression belong to the 
style of this kind of literature, and were not intended 
to be taken too seriously in themselves. In Clement's 
case, however, he was treating the matter theologically 
and in earnest. Of course, he did not really conceal any 
secrets, but simply mingled the theological ideas, which 
were very dear to his heart, with a thousand other things 
and then handed the whole over to the reader to search 
them out for himself. 

Moreover, these fundamental tendencies come out 
clearly from the crowd of discussions, when we observe 
the work as a whole. In the first instance, we notice his 
defence of philosophy against the objection that it was 
of no value to Christians, but only endangered faith. 
This is the subject with which his book commences, and 
it puts forward the thesis that philosophy was given by 
God, and that philosophy was granted to the Greeks 

1 Strom. 1,18. 20 f. 55 f. 2,3,3-5. 4,4,1-3. 6,2,1. 7,110 to hi. 

2 Gellius, Noct . attic ., Praef. 19-21. 
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by divine providence . 1 There was indeed only one truth 
and that was to be identified with the revelation of the 
divine logos which took place through Christ : this 
truth could be grasped by faith without philosophy, 
indeed without any education. But, just as one and the 
same coin can be used according to its economic pur¬ 
pose both for paying a fare, or a tax, or rent, or a debt, or 
for buying an article, so truth could appear in the form 
of mathematics, or music, or philosophy. Hence, in any 
individual case, all the functions of truth no more come 
to expression than in a single instance of the example in 
regard to the functions of coins ; nevertheless in the 
first case the coin is good in each instance and similarly 
the truth is always genuine. Greek philosophy can 
therefore render important service to the Christian if 
he is anxious to use rational means to attain knowledge 
of the content of faith. Philosophy does not make 
Christian truth more true, but reveals the lack of 
content of the attacks directed against it on the part of 
sophists ; in this way it erects a protective wall for the 
vineyard of the Lord. The truth comprised in faith is 
bread necessary for life : philosophy is the jam 
which renders it more tasteful, and makes eating a 
pleasure. Its clarity helps in passing on the truth, its 
dialectic is a protection against heretical invasion . 2 
Either tacitly, or expressed in a continually changing 
variety of ways, this point of view is to be found in all 
parts of the Stromateis, and in this way the practical 
goal becomes quite plain, viz. to repulse heretics, who 
are to be understood essentially as gnostics. An entire 
book, the third, is dedicated to the discussion of their 
views of marriage, and their attitude to martyrdom is 
attacked in detail in the following book. 

1 Strom . 1,18,4. 20,2. 

2 Ibid . 1,97-100; cf. 6,156. 
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Two other purposes are most closely connected with 
those just mentioned : in the struggle with gnosticism, 
Clement defended the Old Testament, and brought 
the familiar thesis before the philosophers that their 
wisdom at bottom was borrowed from the Old Testa¬ 
ment prophets. It follows naturally that he explained 
the sacred books in an allegorical manner such as was 
practised by the church from the first, and Clement 
possessed earlier commentaries on the Scriptures which 
he occasionally consulted : as a consequence his 
surviving writings contain numerous extracts explain¬ 
ing separate passages of the Bible including some from 
a commentary on Psalms 17-19, 1 and, in more than one 
passage of the Stromateis, it is possible to detect the 
influence of traditional material. The very gnostics 
whom he attacked preferred to make use of allegorical 
exegesis, and in particular they applied it as usual 
to the New Testament : consequently Clement was 
compelled to fight them with their own weapons and, 
in opposition to their incalculable caprice, he set his 
criterion of sound exegetical method, viz. the 
“ church’s canon ” of agreement of law and prophets, 
combined with the legacy handed down to us by the 
appearance of Christ on earth. 2 Hence, he approxi¬ 
mated to the gnostic practice by recognizing allegory 
even for the New Testament : it was authoritatively 
justified by Christ’s parables. Moreover, in the dis¬ 
cussion in the gospels about the purpose of speaking 
in parables ( Mt . 13,10-17), he found the basis of his 
favourite thesis that it was necessary to conceal the 
secrets of Christian knowledge from profane eyes : 
and he liked to argue that, even in the case of pagan 
cults, just as with pagan philosophers, the same attitude 

1 Clement, Ec/og 42-64. 

2 Strom . 6,125,3. 
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of secrecy was maintained in regard to final knowledge 
about the divine. 1 

On almost every page, the Stromateis bear witness 
to his principles of scriptural exegesis : all his dis¬ 
cussions are brought forcibly into connection with Bible 
passages, and allegory plays an important part in the 
process. Clement composed a special work of an 
exegetical character “ The Hypotyppses ” ; it still 
survived at the time of Photios, 2 and he made use of it, 
and indignantly asserted that, in addition to many 
justifiable views, it expressed doubtful and indeed 
blasphemous opinions of which he reproduces a few. 
Most of the heresies which he regrets may be readily 
understood as exaggerations of genuine Clementine 
speculation, and possible the book should be ascribed 
to the author’s early period. Nevertheless, on account 
of its theological defects, the work was consigned to 
oblivion by the orthodox of a later date. Only tiny 
fragments have survived of the original text, together 
with an abbreviated and expurgated Latin translation 
of the commentary on the General Epistles. 3 Here we 
find on every hand, that Clement diligently handed on 
the traditions of the “ presbyters ”, and these were 
frequently of an anecdotal character ; but in particular 
that, in spite of occasional allegory, his exegesis was 
mainly concerned with neatly drawing what is of 
religious significance from the text ; and that in so 
doing he was frequently acting in a genuinely scientific 
manner. All this only confirms what the Stromateis 
abundantly testify. 

Nevertheless the Stromateis, at bottom and in 
main outline, describe the true gnostic—not the true 
gnosis. Clement readily accepts the slogan of the time 

1 Ibid. 5,32-66. 2 Supra, 365. 

3 Clement cd. Stahlin 3,195-215. 
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and of his opponents, and is willing to become a 
gnostic himself and teach gnosticism, but a gnosticism 
proper to the church 1 and drawn from the Bible. We 
have already seen that, in the Paidagogos, he attacked 
the essential distinction between psychics who are only 
acquainted with faith, and pneumatics who possess 
knowledge. All baptized Christians possess the Holy 
Spirit. Nevertheless there is a difference between 
them which, however, is not based upon material 
differences but on the degree of voluntary striving for 
higher perfection, i.e. inequality of ethical power. 
A pagan turns to Christianity and gains faith, i.e. 
a “ concise knowledge of what is most necessary ”, 
But the believer strives for gnosis, i.e. “ an assured and 
trustworthy account of what is contained in faith, an 
account which is built on faith as brought about by 
Christ’s teaching, and which leads to an indubitable 
and rational understanding ”. This gnosis reaches its 
perfection in love, and leads towards the final comple¬ 
tion in the promised vision of God, and this makes us 
similar to the angels. 2 

As far as content goes, gnosis is nothing else than 
knowledge of God and, in Clement, has nothing to do 
with the fantastic speculations of a curiosity trying to 
find out details about all the secrets of the macrocosm 
or the microcosm. On the other hand and in particular, 
gnosticism is not rational comprehension of theological 
theses or exegetical truths. To possess gnosis implies 
an attitude to life, and to teach gnosis means to exhibit 
an example of Christian life. If philosophy had put 
forward the exemplar of the “ sage ” before mankind 
as the symbol of its work as educator, Clement worked 
out a new ideal of education in the form of a Christian 

1 Strom. 7 , 41 , 3 . 

2 Ibid. 7,55.1-7- 57,i~5- H9> 8 - 
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gnostic, an ideal which he based on the Bible and 
philosophy. Gnosis was not a section of speculative 
philosophy, nor part of magical mysticism, rather it was 
ethics. 

The Christian who had been conducted from an 
astonished admiration of nature to faith in God, and His 
providence, would strive for a deeper understanding ; 
and every step of progress increased his longing in as 
far as he “ was successful in tasting the will of God ”. 
That experience raised him above the simple under¬ 
standing of the plain believer, and he understood ever 
more perfectly what was the real meaning of the Ten 
Commandments in the deepest sense. 1 In this way, 
the prescriptions of the Law were completed by know¬ 
ledge of the gospel. 2 It was not sufficient to keep one’s 
self far from evil—that was a matter of course for 
everyone—but also to keep one’s self free from motives 
which were dominant among simple believers, 3 fear of 
punishment and hope of reward. The true gnostic had 
set aside all self-seeking and lived only in love for God 
as the clue to knowledge of Him. If it were possible 
to separate knowledge of God from eternal salvation and 
to permit the gnostic to choose between the two, he 
would choose knowledge of God without hesitation. 4 
In this final surrender to God, he attained insight into 
the deepest connections between the world and the 
nature of man, man’s virtues and vices, and thereby 
he comprehended the absolute truth to which all Greek 
philosophy provided only the preparatory schooling. 5 

His objective was “ to become like God ” (he is 
fond of using this phrase which was current among the 
other Platonists), i.e. to re-attain the image of God 

1 Ibid. 7,60,1—4. 8 Ibid. 4,130,4. 

3 Ibid. 7,21,2. 69,8. 4 Ibid. 4,135 f. 

6 Ibid. 7,17,1-20,2. 

b b 
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proper to the Garden of Eden, or “ to become God ” : 
i.e. in accordance with Ps. 82,6 become equal with the 
angels who behold God’s face, in other words to share 
in the vision of God for which the gnostics yearned. 1 
This is brought into harmony with Pauline doctrine 
when we also find union with Christ mentioned as the 
goal, and when we learn that Christ as the image of 
God impresses his stamp on a gnostic in such a way 
that the latter now becomes the “ third image ” of 
God. 2 By means of his knowledge, the gnostic opens 
heaven wide, marches among all the spiritual beings 
and hosts of angels, and reaches God’s throne : Christ 
as high priest conducts him thither, and he speaks with 
God. 3 

The estrangement from the world, which is con¬ 
nected with progressive gnosis, is not necessarily 
expressed in an outer asceticism ; not even celibacy is a 
necessary form of self-denial although it is to be 
recommended in accordance with the apostolic saying 
(/ Cor. 7,38) : the important matter is that the soul 
should abandon the tangible and turn to the theoretic, 
i.e. to the spiritual values and the divine essence. 4 
The gnostic lives in an abiding fellowship with God, 
his life is a continual prayer, an endless festival day. 5 
Moreover, the reflection of this blessedness shines back 
on the earthly brethren in lasting kindliness, friendli¬ 
ness, and benevolence, and these convert the gnostic 
into a helper in all cases of bodily or spiritual need. 
At home and among friends, at church and in one’s 

1 Ibid . 2,131,2-133,3 ; cf. Plato, Laws , 4 p. 7161 i , Theaet . p. 176a 
Clement, Strom ., 4,149,8. 148,1.7,13,2-4. 56,6-57,1. 

2 Strom . 7,13,2. 16,6. 

3 Ibid . 7,82,5. 13,2. 

4 Ibid . 4,146,2-147,1. 7,36. 69,8-70,8. 

5 Ibid . 7,35-40. 49,3-8. 
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railing, in joy and in sorrow, he is the example of a 
loble conduct of life, 1 and, in words reminiscent of 
Paul, Clement says 2 “ The gnostic discharges all the 
mconditionally necessary duties : although a man who 
ioes the works is not a gnostic on that account. Never- 
:heless the works follow on gnosis like one’s own 
shadow.” Outwardly the difference between a faith- 
Dhristian and a Christian gnostic is but small and 
scarcely noticeable. The decisive advance made by the 
gnostic consists in his inner attitude, and, finally, 
n the conquest of self-seeking by means of a pure love 
>fGod. 

Thus Clement had found the road which in its 
urther reaches led to a mysticism based on Johannine 
inceptions : but he did not take it. He adopted the 
Apologists’ conception of the logos without developing 
t further. In the Hypotyposes expressions are to be 
bund which suggest speculative formulas, 3 but the 
sxpressions are isolated, and exercise no influence 
>n the general conceptions which meet our eyes in the 
principal extant works. Here the logos is simply God in 
he act of revealing Himself; the logos has appeared in 
mman form as Jesus Christ, and, even before his earthly 
ife, had brought all truth to effect amongst Greeks and 
barbarians in the teachings of the philosophers and in 
he Old Testament ; the logos was the principle of 
iniversal reason and, at the same time, the object of 
Christian faith. Clement gives us no theory of the 
•elation of the logos to the Father or to the Holy Spirit, 
lor any doctrine in regard to the nature of Christ’s 
lumanity : Clement was not impelled by any necessity 
o attack these problems, because he had recognized 

1 Ibid . 7,16,4. 19,1. 36. 66,1. 67,4. 69 f. 

2 Hypotyp . on I John 2,3. p. 212. Stahlin, Strom ., 7,82,7. 

3 Clem., Hypotyp ., p. 210,5. 211,15 Stahlin. 
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more important matters which he proceeded to discuss. 
He had no need to go into the other questions, because 
he did not acknowledge any real redemption by means 
of a sacramental transformation of mankind. The world 
of ideas as found in Irenaeus remained altogethei 
remote from him, as remote as the popular form oi 
piety based on nature religion. He regarded redemp¬ 
tion as belonging to the sphere of the ethical will, and 
the effective power was the logos as the leader, and as 
the giver of spiritual gifts. 

Succeeding ages have not done justice to Clement, 
and the church has paid him only small thanks for his 
outstanding contribution. It was his lot to be onlj 
the forerunner of a greater man who fully over¬ 
shadowed him : the greater man was Origen, the 
most outstanding teacher known in the church of the 
east. For two centuries, the church loved and honoured 
him passionately, but only to condemn him as a heretic 
a century later. When he was condemned by the 
church, his work was shattered, and as a consequence 
it came about that, of the almost unbelievable multitude 
of his writings, only a very small portion has survivec 
in the original, and somewhat more in translation. The 
letters have disappeared, although these would have 
been most valuable documents for an understanding 01 
his personality, but we must be grateful that at least a 
sketch of his life has been preserved in the sixth bool< 
of Eusebius’s History of the Church. 1 Eusebius hac 
collected the letters, and he was fond of making use 
of them along with other trustworthy sources. 

It would appear that Origen was born a.d. 185; he 
was the eldest son in a large and probably prosperous 
Christian family ; he was carefully educated, and at ar 

1 Eus H . E ., 6,1-8,6. 14,1(3-19,19. 23,1-2. 23,4-33. 36 f. 39,5 
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early date showed uncommon gifts. When his father, 
Leonidas, was imprisoned during Severus’s persecution, 
a.d. 202, the son, who was scarcely a full-grown man, 
conceived a passionate desire for martyrdom. His 
mother, in her concern, hid his clothes so that he could 
not leave the house : at least, he wrote his father to that 
effect and exhorted him to make a firm confession. 
Leonidas died the death of a Roman citizen when he 
was executed by the sword : his possessions were 
confiscated. Thereupon an eminent lady took care of 
the highly gifted youth, and as a consequence he entered 
a house in which the religious spirituality of the city 
was vividly reflected. The lady had adopted as son a 
gnostic named Paul who had been born in Antioch and 
to whom, on account of his recognized outstanding 
qualities, there came numerous visitors from both the 
gnostic and the orthodox circles. It cannot be doubted 
that contact with this person was of influence on 
Origen ; at any rate he began to show active religious 
opposition to what gnosticism stood for. 

His excellent scientific education was now made use 
of by him for tutorial purposes, and in this way he 
became financially independent. Since the Christian 
catechumen school had been broken up under pressure 
of the persecution, he now acceded to the request of 
pagans who were anxious to learn, and gave instruction 
in Christianity. He continued at this work in spite of 
all hostile attacks, and all threats on the part of the 
police, and enjoyed increasing success. The school 
conducted by the youth of scarcely eighteen years was 
officially recognized by the bishop, and soon enjoyed 
success to such an extent that he was no longer in a 
position to continue both to give instruction in 
Christianity and to conduct the secular courses by 
which hitherto he had made his living. He abandoned 
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the latter lectures and sold the library, which it had 
given him much pleasure to collect, in exchange for 2 
current income of four obols a day, i.e. one denarius pei 
week. 1 That was literally starvation pay, and during the 
next years Origen actually lived a life of strictest 
asceticism, carrying it through to the last extremes ot 
need in regard to food and clothing, and he increasec 
his asceticism by insufficient sleep. This “ philosophy ’ 
of his made a deep impression and gained imitators : 
it also converted educated pagans, who regarded 
Origen as combining the ideal of Cynicism with 2 
living faith in God. Moreover Eusebius, out 
informant, 2 records with justifiable pride that si> 
martyrs belonged to this stern school of the young 
master, martyrs who testified to their faith with theii 
life. During this period of far-reaching asceticism. 
Origen followed literally the saying in Mt. 19,12 anc 
castrated himself, an act which, in spite of all his care, 
did not remain secret in the end.' Bishop Demetrius 
forgave him at the time but did not forget. 

Eusebius also asserts that Origen had been 2 
disciple of Clement who, on his part, had followed 
Pantainos as leader of the catechumen school. Whethei 
the relationship of teacher and pupil asserted b) 
Eusebius every really existed is, however, by nc 
means certain. 3 In spite of all theological similarities 
Origen never mentions Clement, not even in passages 
where one might expect it. Origen may have attendee 
Clement’s lectures but did not enter into closer rela¬ 
tionship with him. On the other hand he remembered 
Pantainos with respect, and mentioned Ammonios 

1 Supra 27 and Wilcken, Grundzuge , i, i, LXVI. 

2 Eus., H.E. , 6,4. 

3 J. Munck, Unters. iiber Klemens , 224 f. Alexander of Jerusaleir 
in Eus., H.E. , 6,14,9. 
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Sakkas as his teacher in philosophy. 1 We must not 
regard the famous “ catechumen school ” in any way 
as a formally organized teaching institution with 
appointed professors, but rather as voluntary lectures 
given by men who felt themselves called to do so, 
and who were willing to introduce others into the 
secrets of Christianity without being paid in cash. 
If their work corresponded to the wishes of the church, 
they were officially recognized and recommended by 
the bishop. Origen was the first to begin something 
in the nature of an organization, in as far as he divided 
up the instruction, and handed over the introductory 
course to his friend Heraklas, 2 in order that he might 
be able to deal with the increasing crowd of pupils. 
Origen had made the acquaintance of Heraklas at the 
lectures of Ammonios, lectures which he had already 
been attending for five years when Origen first came. 
Ammonios, who had developed from a porter into a 
philosopher, dominated men’s minds at that time 
with his doctrine based on Plato, and he founded a 
school which gave rise to the two greatest thinkers 
of late Greek antiquity : Origen the Christian and 
Plotinus the classical exponent of Neoplatonism. 

Origen was the first Christian of whom any record 
has survived that he had a close personal contact 
with the known head of a philosophical school, and 
philosophers did not overlook the matter. Porphyry 
records that as a young man he had met the famous 
Origen, the pupil of Ammonios, that Ammonios had 
abandoned the Christianity inherited from his parents, 
and that Origen, although a Christian in his mode 
of life, became a Greek in his doctrine about God 
and material things. Moreover his studies were 

1 Origen in Eus., H.E., 6,19,13 (cf. 19,5 f.). 

2 Eus., H.E., 6,15. 
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continually applied to Plato, the Neoplatonists, and 
the Pythagoreans. 1 Origen’s writings confirm these 
notices. His studies under Ammonios were actually 
of the greatest importance to him because they made 
him systematically acquainted with the methods, and 
the entire mode of feeling and thought, which passed 
as modern learning at the beginning of the third 
century. It is possible to obtain a good idea of this 
matter, if we read an excerpt which has fortunately 
been preserved from the Platonizing dogmatics of 
Albinos, 2 an excerpt which exists in the form of a 
simple compendium and of systematic definitions, 
and which brings before our eyes how Plato was 
understood in the Antonine period. If in addition 
we take note of scattered records in regard to Numenios 
“ the Neopythagorean ” who was a Syrian of Apamea, 
we shall find a valuable supplement on the religious 
side. This man had been so influenced by Jewish 
philosophy of religion, probably Philo in the first 
instance, that he even found it possible to accept and 
to teach the thesis that Plato was a “ Moses speaking 
Attic Greek ”. Christians were grateful to him for it. 3 

As early as Plutarch, it is possible to detect most 
of the characteristic signs of this “ middle Platonism ” : 
the increased elevation of God above the present world 
and its material character, and, in connection therewith, 
an inclination to fantastic developments of the con¬ 
ceptions of daemonic intermediate beings, conceptions 
already present in Plato ; detailed discussion of the 
problem of divine providence and divine righteous¬ 
ness ; the assertion of the immortality and personal 

1 Porphyry in Eus., H.E., 6,19,5-8. 

2 Albinos, Eisagoge in Plato, opera, ed. C. F. Hermann, 6,152-189. 
Also Hal Koch, Pronoia u. PaiJeusis, p. 243-268. 

3 Clement, Strom., 1,150,4. Eus., Praep. ev., 11,10,14 (7)- 


MIDDLE PLATONISM 393 

responsibility of the soul ; the doctrine of its share 
in the divine being, and occasional traces of mystical 
sensibility. The ethics are developed under Platonic 
influences, “ to become as similar as possible to God.” 
Allegorical exegesis was frequently employed in order 
to discover one’s own philosophical understanding 
in the master’s words, and especially in the religious 
myths and sayings of poets and thinkers of the earlier 
ages. Side by side with every effort made to develop 
a pure Platonic tradition, the methods and the doctrinal 
principles of Aristotelians and Stoics were adopted 
unconcernedly, because these schools were felt to 
be on the same side against the negatives of the Sceptics 
and the atheism of Epicurus. We have already noted 
that the Apologists were bound by this type of ideas. 
Thanks to his higher education, Clement was strongly 
under their influence and he increased it by a diligent 
study of Plato. Nevertheless, Origen was the first to 
enter into the genuine tradition of the school and both 
in his intake and in his output he took full possession 
of the Platonic heritage which was alive in his day, 
and which was being laid hold of with increasing 
comprehension. 1 

The fame of this man, as a scholar who was mastering 
all departments of learning, spread far and wide, and 
attracted even heretics and pagan philosophers to the 
scene of his labours. The conversion of Ambrosius, a 
Valentinian, had some personal significance for him. 
Ambrosius was a wealthy man and possessed means to 
enable Origen, whom he honoured enthusiastically, 
to enter on literary activity without any essential 
change of his methods of work. To the scholars round 
about Alexandria the writing of books was by no means 
a kind of activity which followed as a natural 
1 Hal Koch, op. cit., p. 163-304. 
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consequence of their calling : oral lectures constituted 
the form in which they discharged their duties, and 
men like Ammonios Sakkas and Plotinus, as was also 
the case with Epictetus, left no writings of their 
own. This state of affairs was sanctified by the classical 
instance of Socrates, and it is only due to the sub¬ 
sequent writings of Arrian and Porphyry that we have 
any detailed information in regard to the teachings 
of Epictetus and of Plotinus. Ambrosius placed 
seven or more stenographers writing in rotation in 
Origen’s lecture room, and in this way obtained his 
lectures in written form, and so effected their publica¬ 
tion as books. 1 Thus he was in fact successful in 
giving permanence to Origen’s life-work in an almost 
incomprehensible number of writings. 

Before we proceed to discuss them, however, let us 
first take note of the further details of his outer life 
as recorded in Eusebius. We learn that during the 
time of pope Zephyrinus, he was in Rome for a short 
stay, and that afterwards he visited the imperial 
governor of Arabia at the latter’s request. The fearful 
massacres in Alexandria, ordered in his pathological 
conceit by Caracalla in a.d. 215, caused Origen to 
leave the city. He went to Caesarea and at the request 
of Theoktistos, bishop of the city, and Alexander, 
bishop of Jerusalem, he gave Biblical lectures for the 
benefit of the church. This leaving of the sphere 
of scholarship and entering into that of church life 
was, however, displeasing to the bishop of Alexandria 
who advised him urgently to return home at once. 
Origen obeyed. 

Fifteen years later, nevertheless, when he touched at 
Caesarea while on a journey to Greece, his two episcopal 
friends there ordained him as presbyter. Such a 
1 Eus., H.E., 6,18,1. 23,1 f. 
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consecration in a strange diocese was unusual, and the 
ordination of a eunuch offended widespread opinions. 
At an Alexandrian synod Demetrius refused to 
recognize his status as presbyter, and expelled him 
from the city. The office of teacher was taken from 
him and transferred to his colleague, Heraklas, who 
shortly afterwards became Demetrius’s successor in 
the diocese. As a consequence, Origen removed 
in the year 230/1 to Caesarea, where he continued 
his customary teaching work with undiminished 
success. 1 From that centre, he made many journeys, 
and on two occasions was invited to Arabia as 
theological arbitrator. Here he held a disputation with 
Beryllos, bishop of Bostra, who was inclined to 
Monarchianism, and was successful in “ leading him 
back to the sound views which he had formerly held ”. 
When the persecution broke out under Decius the fatal 
hour struck in which the teacher and panegyrist of 
martyrdom was to make his own confession. He was 
cruelly tortured, and, in letters which unfortunately 
have not been preserved, he wrote from prison and 
showed his unquenchable courage and the soul stirring 
witness which he bore. Every attempt was made not 
to kill such a celebrated person : but the resistance of 
his body was broken, and soon afterwards, in 
a.d. 253/4, Origen died at Tyre at the age of 69. 
His grave was pointed out there for many years after¬ 
wards. 2 

Origen’s literary remains were taken care of by 
admiring friends from an early date. We have already 

1 Eus., H.E., 6,14,10. 19,15-19. 23-4. 26; cf. Photios, Bib/. 
Cod., 118. 

2 Eus., H.E., 6,33,1-3. 37. 39,5. 7,1 (also Schwartz, vol. 3,38) 
Photios, Cod., 118 ; Jer., vir ini., 45 ; and Holl on Epiphan., haer., 
64>3>3- 
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spoken of Ambrose. Towards the end of the century, 
Pamphilus the presbyter, who had been a teacher at 
the school in Caesarea, collected Origen’s writings 
from all quarters, and copied them out with his own 
hand. It is due to his zeal that the lists have been 
preserved, as found in Eusebius and Jerome, in regard 
to the works at hand in Caesarea. 1 In every case, 
the foremost position is occupied by the scriptural 
commentaries, and these deal with all the books of 
the Old and New Testaments ; they are partly in the 
form of scientific exegesis splendidly conceived, partly 
in the form of homilies or rather Bible studies in connec¬ 
tion with the church at Caesarea—all these works 
having been done in the last nine years of his life. 2 
The original text is extant of parts of the commentaries 
on Matthew and on John , together with sermons 
on the witch of Endor, and fragments on Jeremiah : 
to these must be added numerous small fragments 
relative to all the Biblical books in the Byzantine 
assemblage which it is customary to call the Catenae. 
Then we must take account of the translations of 
Rufinus, who laboured about a.d. 400, but who 
unfortunately did not hesitate to transform and to 
“ purify ” numerous series of sermons 011 the Old 
Testament, commentaries on the Song oj Songs and on 
Romans , all in Latin ; Jerome has preserved for us a 
Latin translation of selected homilies on Luke. A 
defence of Christianity against the attacks of Celsus 
the Platonist is extant complete in eight books : 
like the commentary on Matthew , the work was written 
in the last period of Origen’s life. 3 The ten books of 
the “ Stromateis ” now lost were written in the 
Alexandrian period, and the title shows that he 

1 Eus., II.E., 6,24. 28. 32. Jerome, Fir. in/., 75 ; Efist. 33. 34,1. 

2 Eus., H.E., 36,1. * Eus., H.E., 6,36,2. 
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intended the work to be parallel to that of Clement. 
“ In this work he compared the teachings of Christians 
and philosophers with one another, and demonstrated 
all the principles of their religion from Plato, Aristotle, 
Numenios, and Cornutus.” 1 

On the other hand, the main work of the earlier 
period, consisting of four books of “ bases ” ( Peri 
archon ), has been preserved fairly completely. Rufinus 
translated the whole, and expurgated dubious sayings 
here and there : but Jerome, his critic, put his finger 
on these corrections and wrote to a friend in regard to 
all the passages which had been felt to be objectionable. 2 
Hence it is possible for us to compare both texts, 
and to restore the sense intended by the author. 
Finally large portions of the third and fourth books 
have been preserved in the original form. This work 
was the first Christian system of theology, the first 
bold attempt to combine Christian pronouncements 
about God, the world, and man, in a closely-knit system 
of doctrine of a strictly scientific character, and it 
stands in majestic isolation in the history of the early 
church. No theologian of the east, and none of the west, 
dared to attempt again this immense task. Their 
scientific labours were dedicated to single questions, 
and their compositions were not superior in attainment 
to that necessary for instruction appropriate to catechu¬ 
mens : that is the case also in regard to Theodoret’s 
fifth book of “ Fables of the Heretics ” and Augustine’s 
book on Christian doctrine. John of Damascus 
was the first to attempt something more than this 
in his Source oj Knowledge , and in fact he was success¬ 
ful : it is a collection of the doctrinal traditions 

1 Jerome, Epist., 70,4,3 ; Eus., H.E., 6,24,3. 

2 Jerome, Epist., 124 ; cf. Koetschau in his edition of Origen’s de 
print, p. Ixxxviii fF. 
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as recognized by the Greek church, c. a.d. 750, 
and is systematically arranged and comprehensive, a 
learned museum, but not an organism which had grown 
out of the stress of life. 

For our purpose we may disregard Origen’s smaller 
writings, but one more work must be mentioned which 
arose from his systematizing cast of mind, and is of 
the highest significance for understanding his methods 
of work : his great work on the Bible. When studying 
the Old Testament, Origen busied himself even 
with Jewish exegesis, and sought the advice of Jewish 
scholars ; probably also, he attempted to learn 
Hebrew. In this, however, he scarcely went beyond 
the alphabet, since his writings reveal no real 
knowledge in this sphere. 1 Hence he remained 
uncertain when there was doubt about the wording 
or meaning of the original text or its relation to the 
church’s translation of the Septuagint ; the uncertainty 
was particularly great in disputation with, the Jews. 
He discovered another means of approaching more 
closely to the original text, and compelling it to 
disclose the final secrets of divine revelation. Fie 
began to assemble all the extant Greek translations 
of the Old Testament, and, by diligent search, he was 
successful in obtaining not only the translations of 
Aquila, Symmachos, and Theodotion, which were in 
widespread use, but also in discovering two other 
translations of the Psalms by unknown authors. 
At this point he undertook an immense task, which 
indeed could only be carried out by means of Ambrose’s 
wealth. Using six parallel columns, he wrote side by 

1 Harnack, D. kirchengesch. Ertrag d. exeg. Arbeiten des Orig., 
1,22-30 ( Tex/e u. Unters. +2,3). Wutz, Onomastica sacra, 1,36 
{Tex/e u. Unters. 41). Eus., H.E., 6,16,1. Origen, epist. ad Afric., 
7 (17,28 Lo.) ; In psalt. (11,352 Lo.) ; de princ. 1,3,4. 4,3,14. 
Jerome, adv. Rufin., 1,13. 
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side : the Hebrew original text in Hebrew, i.e. 
unvocalized, characters, the Hebrew original text 
in Greek letters in order to fix the pronunciation, 
and then he gave a column each to the translations 
of Aquila, Symmachos, the Septuagint, and 
Theodotion. The lines were quite short : in the 
Hebrew text as a rule one word stood under the 
preceding, and the lines of the translations were 
arranged correspondingly : it was possible to tell 
at a glance how each translator had reproduced 
the Hebrew word. Owing to the six columns it was 
called “ The Hexapla ”, i.e. the six-fold Bible, but 
in the Psalms other columns were added for a fifth, 
sixth, and, in parts indeed, a seventh translation. 

The whole must have been a gigantic work con¬ 
sisting of several dozen great folios, and it is scarcely 
possible that there can have been more than a single 
copy. Only in regard to isolated parts were copies 
made of selected groups of columns, and remains 
of such manuscripts have occasionally been found. 
Origen provided for the general use of scholars, 
in as far as the library at Caesarea published special 
editions of the text of the Septuagint, editions which 
contained in {he margin the most important results 
of the comparison of parallels. The verses and words 
lacking in the original Hebrew text were indicated 
by a mark (obelos -r-). If on the other hand the LXX 
omitted portions of the text which were present in 
the Hebrew, this was to be found in the text in its 
place after another translation, but indicated by a 
preceding star (asteriskos *). In addition, the most 
important variations found in Aquila, Symmachos, 
and Theodotion were written in the margin at the 
appropriate places, so that the student quickly obtained 
a clear oversight of the facts. At a later date, 
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Pamphilus, whom we have already mentioned, anc 
his friend Eusebius were zealous in publishing these 
“ hexapla editions ” of the LXX, and libraries stil! 
preserve numerous manuscripts based on such copies. 1 
Origen’s gigantic number of writings must not be 
permitted to hide from us that his real life’s work 
did not consist of writing, but of oral instruction, i.e. 
that his books were only notes taken down of his spoken 
teaching. Every estimate of his personality must start 
with this fact. It is a very fortunate matter that we 
possess a detailed description of his way of teaching 
and of its methodological development. The descrip¬ 
tion is to be found in a speech by a grateful pupil, 
Gregory, afterwards bishop of Neocaesarea in Pontus, 
a speech which he delivered before his fellow students 
and their teacher when he was departing from the 
school at Caesarea. 2 Here we find, admittedly, mighty 
waves of rhetoric occasioned by his grateful thanks 
and genuine emotion. Nevertheless, we can see the 
facts in all desirable clarity. A regular “ Protreptikos ” 
to philosophy as the highest art formed the commence¬ 
ment of study, an art which alone and in itself could 
bring into being the genuine life of the thinker, 
and which alone rendered possible the true service 
of God. It is significant that Gregorios acknowledges 
that, at first, he was rebellious, but that he was not 
only overcome by the compelling arguments, but also 
bound in unbreakable chains by the soul-stirring 
friendliness of the great teacher. Then a preliminary 
course of instruction began which employed the 
Socratic method in examining the spiritual quality 

1 H. B. Swete, An Introduction to the O.T. in Gk. t 3rd edit, and 
thereon Gotting. Gel. Anzeigen , 1902, 329-338. 

2 Gregorios Thaumaturgos y Dankrede ed. by P. Koetschau (G. 
Krugers Sammlung 9) ; thereon A. Brinkmann in Rhein. Museum N.F. 
56,55-76. 
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and practical ability of each individual, and which 
by means of continual mental training, rendered him 
apt for scientific education. This latter began with 
logic and dialectic, followed by natural science with 
geometry and astrology. The crown of the building 
erected on this foundation consisted of ethics and 
theology. By ethics was in no way to be understood 
a merely rational discussion of moral problems ; 
rather it consisted essentially in the discipline of the 
soul for the practical realization of philosophic virtue 
—and, in this very respect again, Origen appeared 
as an illuminating example because his own way of 
life corresponded perfectly with the words of his 
teaching. 

The study of theology began with an extended 
review of all accessible philosophers and poets. Their 
opinions about the godhead were described, compared 
with one another, and examined for their content of 
truth ; only the atheistic writers were excluded 
from the review as useless, indeed hurtful. He taught 
diem, however, to discover the final truth in the place 
cvhere God spoke through His prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures. He was a true exponent of Scripture, 
whether he was explaining difficult passages or finding 
1 deep meaning in simple words, because he was filled 
with the same divine spirit as had spoken in the 
orophets. Thus all wisdom came to a climax in the 
cnowledge of God, and this was based on the Bible. 

The sketch is drawn with obvious faithfulness : 
he way in which the instruction was conceived corre- 
ponded to the traditions of philosophic schools 
vith a modern tendency, and it depicts Origen’s 
heological quality in a manner confirmed by his 
vritings. The intermingling of philosophy and the 
iible gave rise to the system which is described in 
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detail in the work Peri Archon which Origen had 
written in his early manhood. The title is probably 
intentionally ambiguous as it can be translated either 
“ on basic principles ” or “ on primordial matters 
He placed the greatest importance on finding Scriptural 
references for all the doctrinal principles put forward 
there, and he was successful because the forms of 
thought for which he sought were actually present 
in high degree in the late Jewish world as well as 
in that of the New Testament, and they only required 
putting together systematically. But the total picture 
of the constitution of the universe, a picture into 
which he interwove the Biblical elements, arose from 
the philosophy of “ middle ” Platonism. 

In so doing, Origen accomplished for the first time 
an achievement which all the later creative dogmatic 
thinkers have made, viz. to present a Christian view 
of the world in harmony with the educated opinion 
of the era. Origen’s system was impressively complete, 
and gave a clear insight into the leading principles. 
His foundations were the conceptions, familiar from 
the days of the Apologists, in regard to God, the logos, 
providence, and freedom of the will as found in spiritual 
beings : the eternal drama of the world was the 
consequence of their interaction. God, the final 
unity, the original source of all existence, was incom¬ 
prehensible and inconceivable to human thought 
alone : it was possible for us only to make negative ot 
indirect pronouncements about Him, apart from 
recognizing His omnipotence. Of these pronounce¬ 
ments the first, and, for Origen, the most important, 
was the genuinely Platonic assertion of His 
incorporeality : an assertion which contradicted not 
only Stoic views, but also the vulgar ideas of the laity. 1 

1 dc princ. 1,1,1-5 5 A. Hal Koch, op. tit., 20 f. 
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But the positive understanding that God was the 
final cause of all creation was transformed into a striking 
view of the absolute goodness of God, who created 
living things because He wished to manifest goodness 
to them. Moreover since God’s will was part of His 
being and therefore eternal, it followed of necessity 
that the created world was eternal. 1 

A peculiarity of Origen’s mode of thought has 
now become clear, and it is indispensable for under¬ 
standing his system. He was aware that the conception 
of time was not applicable to God or the divine, and 
that, in addition to the horizontal division of 
phenomena in a temporal sequence, there was a vertical 
division which took account of a series of causes and 
effects apart from the conception of time. 2 Hence 
the Son of God was eternally begotten by the Father 
just as radiance is always produced by a light—a 
Platonist would say as an eternally necessary effect 
of that which was the eternal cause, but Origen pre¬ 
ferred to use Biblical language in accordance with 
Hebs. 1,3. The Son was therefore of the same nature 
as the Father, because he was born of God and not 
created out of nothingness. 3 He proceeded from the 
Father without diminishing the Father’s essence, in 
the way that will is produced by the Spirit : but the 
Son was an independent person, and could be described 
as a “ second God ” subordinate to the Father. 4 
Moreover the Son was the “ mediator ” between 
God and the world. In the first place, he was mediator 
as regards the world since all things were created by 
him. But he was also mediator in the opposite direction, 

1 de princ. 4,4,8. 1,2,10. 1,4,3. P- 65 with footnote. 

2 Cf. de princ. 1,2,2. p. 29,14. 

3 de princ. 1,2,4-7. P -33 with footnote on p. 37. 

4 c. Cels. 5,39. 7,57. 
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as it was only through him that knowledge of 
the Father was possible to created beings : only to 
the extent that we know the Son do we know God, 
and our knowledge is therefore always merely relative, 
and can never be absolute . 1 

Whereas the conception of a logos who was also the 
Son corresponded to the current Platonic view of the 
world, knowledge of the third divine person, the Holy 
Spirit, could only be obtained from the Bible. Origen 
laid emphasis on this point, and then began to weave 
into his system a teaching appropriate to Scriptural 
pronouncements. The Spirit proceeded from the Son 
as the Son from the Father, and so constituted the third 
stage in the unfoldings of the godhead. The activity 
of the Father comprehended the whole, that of the 
Son was limited to rational beings, the Holy Spirit 
came to effect only in the saints. All three persons, 
however, constituted the one incorporeal Godhead 
as over against the created world . 2 It is clear that, 
in this way, Origen was endeavouring consciously to 
give a systematic foundation to the doctrine held by 
the church, a foundation which cannot, however, 
be brought into organic connection with it. 

On the other hand, an immediately illuminating 
consequence from the fundamental divine property of 
goodness and benevolence was the necessity of creating 
a universe as the object of the divine love. The universe 
consisted, it is true, of an inconceivably large, but 
nevertheless not infinite, number of rational beings, 
the kernel of whose existence was constituted by the 
fact that they shared the eternal nature of the divine 
light. Thus, at bottom, despite all the difference 
between creature and creator, their nature was “ of 

1 de princ . 1,2. 6 f. 13. pp. 35-7. 46 and footnote. 

2 Op. cit. 1,3,1. 5. 8 p. 55 with footnote. 
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one essence ” (homoousioi) with the godhead, in 
other words, it was related in a certain sense to God, 
and hence was immortal . 1 On this point, Origen 
shared the gnostic view about the divine spark in 
man. Nevertheless, all men had free will, and accord¬ 
ingly they could shape their own course of life ; as a 
consequence, there arose the varied manifoldness 
of the world, with all its contradictions and degrees of 
development. The providence of God maintained 
undamaged, in perfect order and balanced equilibrium, 
the interaction of the whole which we could not con¬ 
ceive nor comprehend and, in spite of unconditional 
freedom of the will in the individual, God carried 
out His universal plan for training everyone in prepara¬ 
tion for returning to the Father's house. From this 
standpoint Origen could speak of God’s logos as 
the soul of the world , 2 just as did the philosophers. 

The freedom of the will was especially used by all 
created beings in order to turn aside from God, and 
to reach out towards what was anti-godly, i.e. evil, 
which, however , 3 was also the “ non-existent ”. The 
smaller or greater degree of this sinful fall decided 
their further lot. In accordance with their being, their 
original beauty consisted of the divine reason, nous. 
Now they cooled, and became “ souls ”—psyche 
meaning soul, a word which Origen derived from 
psychein to cool . 4 They received bodies consisting of 
matter, and the further the cooling went which 
estranged them from God, i.e. the more their own will 
came into opposition with God, the grosser became 
the material and the more repugnant the bodily form. 

1 de princ. 2,9,1. 4,4,9 p. 362 ff. with footnote. 

2 Ibid. 2,1,3. 

3 Ibid. 2,9,2. p. 166,2 ; in Job. 2,13,94 p. 69,6. 

4 de princ. 2,8,3 p. 157 with footnote. 
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From the refulgent spheres of the heavenly stars, 
through the aethereal figures of the spiritual realm, to 
mankind on earth in their varied races and multi¬ 
tudinous circumstances, finally down to the daemons 
and devils of the underworld, we see and guess the 
manifold variety of bodily forms. On the other hand, 
according to its degree of moral development, an 
individual soul makes its way upward to finer shapes, 
or is condemned to punishment even in an animal 
body. For redeemed inhabitants of hell, our earth 
is a heaven, but to beings who have fallen from 
heaven it must appear a hell. Origen succeeded in 
providing a Biblical basis for this Platonic and 
Pythagorean doctrine of metempsychosis . 1 

The ascent and descent made by human souls 
was not due to the play of blind chance, no matter 
how often it might appear like it from the earthly 
point of view, but was governed throughout by God's 
providence, and moved towards a definite goal. That 
could not happen compulsorily, because souls were by 
nature free. Hence God chose the method of training 
by instruction, and, since the inmost kernel of all 
rational beings was divine, He was assured of the 
final effectiveness of His appeal to their original 
ethical goodness. Wherever God’s might and provi¬ 
dence became visible in the world-process and in 
the laws of nature, the logos called the human soul to 
recognize God, and, to a large extent, the philosophers 
had obeyed this call. Nevertheless all, including Plato 
who was the best amongst them, had come to a halt 
before the last gate. None had shaken off the remnants 
of polytheism, and confessed a pure worship of God . 2 

1 Ibid. 1,4,1 (p. 64 with footnote). 1,7,1. 1,8,4 (p. 102 ff. with 
footnote). 2,9,3. 3,5,4. 4,3,11 (p. 273 ff.,'p. 339 with footnote). 

2 Contra Cel sum 6,3-5. de princ. 4,1,1. 
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Nor were all combined able to deliver men from their 
sins, and to convert them to a virtuous life : and that 
is what was important in the end. 1 On the other 
hand, God had granted the Jewish race a special 
revelation, in as far as he trained them by the legal 
prescriptions of Moses and the preaching of the 
prophets, and placed before their eyes prophecies 
which promised bliss ; but at the same time the 
writings of these men, as brought together in the 
Old Testament, concealed a deeper sense, which, 
though occasionally glimpsed at an earlier date, 
became increasingly plain to the student who was a 
seeker after God, and who lived in days when prophecy 
had been fulfilled. 2 

The incarnation of the logos was the decisive act 
in the redemption of groaning creatures (cf. Rom. 8,22). 
The Son of God appeared on earth when he united 
himself with a human soul, which, as distinct from 
all others, never swerved in its complete self-giving 
to God. This soul was the mediating link between 
the godhead and the corporeal nature of mankind, 
and its unchangeable harmony with the divine will 
brought about the unity of the person of the God-man. 
In this union with the logos, however, the humanity 
of Jesus became ever more divine, until, after the 
Resurrection, the material corporeality disappeared, 
and the soul became one with the logos in a manner 
which we are not able to imagine. Thus the way 
was opened up along which all rational creatures, 
including mankind in particular, would find redemp¬ 
tion. Christians were men whose souls were possessed 
by the same pure love of God as the soul of their 
Master, and who, filled by the same power of the logos, 

1 c. Cels. 3,60 f. 

2 Ibid. 5,31.7,7. de princ. 4,3,9—14. 
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strove to attain the same dematerialization and deifica¬ 
tion as had been actualized in Christ : new companies 
of Christs were continually being formed, and they 
followed the one Christ from this earth to heaven . 1 

It is clear that, according to this view, no real 
soteriological significance can be ascribed to Christ’s 
death on the cross, and, as a matter of fact, Origen 
often explicitly declares that only the logos who 
imparted knowledge had to do with perfect Christians. 
At this point, however, he made use of an idea familiar 
from the time of Clement, an idea in which a difference 
was concealed between a lower but thoroughly legiti¬ 
mate stage of faith, as found in simple members of the 
church on the one hand, and, on the other, the 
knowledge possessed by those who had reached an 
advanced stage. Sinners required the physician, and, 
for the man who lingered at the standpoint of simple 
faith, the victory over the daemons, which had become 
plain at the Crucifixion, gave a tangible certainty 
of a newly-gained salvation and a real forgiveness of 
sins 2 ; the reason was to be found in the vicarious 
sacrificial death of the Lord for the sins of the world, 
and particularly in his outwitting of the devil. In 
this way, Origen was able to introduce the historical 
event and its Biblical presentation into his system with¬ 
out transforming the main outline of the latter. He 
used this device ever and again, both in large matters 
and in detail, and was also able to make room for the 
sacraments—but the path he took always led unerringly 
towards the goal of deification through the logos. 

1 de princ. 2,6,3 i Mt. comm. ser. 33 p. 61,7. Horn, in Jerem. 

15.6 p. 130,15 ff.; c.Cels. 3,41 p. 237,7 ff.; de princ. 2,3,3 P- H 7 - 

3.5.6 p. 277 ; c. Cels . 6,79 p. 150. 

2 c. Cels. 3,62 p. 256,8; comm, in Joh. 1,107. 124 p. 23. 25. 
Hal Koch, op. cit. y 87 f. 
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No matter how frequently nor how profoundly he 
examined ecclesiastical doctrines, Biblical questions, 
and philosophical problems, he did it as a scholar 
with clear understanding, calm judgment, and 
objective interest. 

Most deeply of all in his soul, however, there 
glowed a fire, like the yearning of the man who, 
in the end, could no longer tolerate life confined to the 
pedestrian labour of the valleys, but who was irresistibly 
drawn upwards towards the pure and calm stillness 
of the snow-capped mountain tops, where one forgets 
to look at the earth but stretches towards the stars. 
Thus the present earth, the present time, the present 
world, sank away from Origen the thinker. The man 
who had gained Christ was freed from matter and from 
sin, did not need to fear that, after death, he would fall 
into the pains of Hell as found in the burning fire of his 
conscience ; he would rise again out of the grave with 
a spiritual body composed of heavenly glory and a soul 
set alight by the logos, a soul which thirsted for ever 
higher knowledge. A “ heavenly Jerusalem was 
granted to such persons even on the present earth ; 
it was a “ school for souls ” where they would com¬ 
prehend the connection of all earthly things : the 
enigma of mankind, of his soul, and of his nous, 
would be solved there, and men would understand the 
work of the spirit, and penetrate into the secrets of 
the Mosaic law. Moreover, the secret powers of 
medicinal plants would become plain to them, as 
plain as the authority of the fallen angels to seduce 
mankind. What seemed like coincidence here on eaith 
would appear as a just decision of divine providence, 
and men would learn how God numbered the hairs of 
every human head, and cared for the two sparrows 
which cost only a farthing, as described in the gospel. 
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The soul did not remain here below. It mounted 
into the upper air, and searched out the secrets thereof. 
Then the heavens opened before it, and it moved 
towards Jesus by passing from sphere to sphere. 
The nature of the stars, their constellations, their 
paths, and the heavenly equilibrium, now became open 
to its gaze. The way led higher up into the regions 
of the invisible r the soul became more and more 
spiritualized, and grew to perfect knowledge until 
at last it was no longer soul, but wholly nous and 
spirit, and was able to behold “ face to face ” the 
world of intelligible being and essence. That was 
the way towards likeness to God which was dreamed 
of by philosophers as the highest good, but granted to 
Christians in order that they might rise from their 
present bodily condition, and reach pure nous, the 
“ glory of the sons of God when God is all in all ”, 
for purified beings no longer feel or conceive anything 
else than God alone . 1 

Only a few elect souls reach this, the highest 
goal. The millions on earth struggle with error and 
evil, and the spirits in Hell strive against God. But 
since all formerly proceeded from God, they cannot 
finally and in every case be remote from God for ever. 
His call will sound ever anew in their ears ; they will 
trace His guidance in their lives, feel His parental 
hand in their suffering and need, a hand which will 
not abandon even the last creatures of all in the 
deepest regions of Hell. One after the other will be 
seized, accept conversion, mount slowly upwards 
joined by increasing numbers, and, after inconceivable 
periods of time, the day will come when none will 
remain outside, and when even the prince of Hell 


1 deprive. 2,10,4. 11,3-7- 3,6,i. 3. 
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will return to God . 1 Then the “ return of the whole ” 
will be completed, the purpose and meaning of the 
historical process fulfilled, death abolished, and Christ 
will place everything, in himself and with himself, 
at God’s feet “ in order that God might be all in 
all 

Even yet Origen was not content : his eye sought 
to see eternity beyond the infinitude of this world 
and its temporality. The present course of history, 
from the first Fall of man through immense periods 
of time until the return home of the lost, and until 
the blessed final affection, was nevertheless only one 
event among many, one period of the universe which 
had been preceded by others, and would be similarly 
followed ; it was because the will of the individual 
creatures remained eternally free and lured to another 
Fall, and this automatically brought about the further 
consequences, and introduced a new period of decline 
towards what was material. But the love of God also 
remained eternal, and gave rise in Him to merciful 
compassion, and thus to attentive and educative con¬ 
cern. Once more there would arise the dialogue 
between the obstinacy of the creature and the redemp¬ 
tion of the logos, until even this drama reached its 
conclusion, and God once more gathered to Himself 
everything which could not be eternally lost . 2 I hus 
Origen the seer sees, in the light of eternity, the 
endless series of God’s worlds. 

It is clear that this “ system ” presents us with 
the picture of a Christian gnosticism which reaches 
towards perfection, and that like the world of Clement 
it was influenced by gnostic views from outside the 
church. It is also clear that, to a large extent, it made 

1 Ibid . 1,6,3 p. 83 with footnote. 

2 Ibid. 3,5,3-5 pp. 273-6 with footnote. 
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use of materia] and forms of thought current in con¬ 
temporary philosophy. Nevertheless it would be a 
grievous mistake to regard Origen as a philosopher 
with a purely intellectual orientation. The philosophers 
of the time were only seldom men of pure intellect, 
the gnostics were never of that kind, and Origen 
felt himself to be a Christian, and valued philosophy 
only as a means to that end. In his great apology 
against Celsus the Platonist, he gave graphic expression 
to what he had in common with the philosophy of his 
opponent no small amount 1 —and he showed where 
the important differences were to be found : that was 
the crucial matter to him. The differences were 
determined by his adherence to the Bible and to the 
doctrine of the church, and by the consequent total 
attitude in practical life. 

Moreover, it must be granted that the simple faith, 
found in its popular crudity in the church, was not 
seldom abandoned, and the only thing brought to effect 
was a conception of Christianity which developed into 
gnosticism. This corresponded in other respects, 
however, to Origen’s view of the relation between 
faith and knowledge. To him, the superiority of the 
completely spiritualized form of his religion was so 
obvious, that he only rarely put forth discussions about 
bfe by no means regarded faith as a simple anti¬ 
thesis to knowledge. He used to speak also of a 
“ genuine faith ” which was a gift of God’s grace, 
which grasped the truth with a more certain judgment, 
and which understood the deeper sense placed within 
the Bible by the Holy Spirit . 3 Even Gregorios, in his 

1 A. Miura-Stange, Celsus u. Origenes (Beils, z. ZNW. t no. 4, 1926). 

' Volker, H ■ l^ollkommenlieitsideaJ d. Orig. (Beitrage z. histor 
Theol. 7,1931) p. 77 ff. 

3 Comm, in Joh. 10,43,298-300 p. 221. 20,32,284-6 p. 369. 
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speech expressing thanks, stressed the fact that all 
the scientific labour of the school issued in Bible study, 
a pronouncement confirmed by Origen’s life’s work 
as seen in the multitude of commentaries, homilies, 
and scholia. Even the last book of the Peri Archon 
contains theoretic discussions on the necessity of 
allegorical methods. 

Anyone who seeks to understand Origen’s heart 
must examine him as a Bible student. It was here, 
and here alone, that the way to knowledge opened 
out for a Christian, here spoke the Lord through His 
Holy Spirit to the spirit which had taken up a dwelling 
in us : and, without the revelation of the logos, it was 
simply impossible to enter into God’s presence. Origen 
used to lift his hands in prayer when he was struggling 
to find a right meaning, and he felt the kiss of the lips 
of the logos when a divine secret was revealed to him 
without worldly learning 1 ; but he made all his 
preparations in accordance with scientific principles 
and, as is shown by the case of the Hexapla, he carried 
out serious philological work in a most extensive 
measure, and developed a method of allegorical 
exegesis which was carefully thought out, and was 
based upon the Alexandrian tradition . 2 His com¬ 
mentary on the gospel of John proves how his methods 
of work could maintain their place in face of the 
gnostic methods of Herakleon the Valentinean. His 
work became the model for Biblical exegesis as 
practised in the entire Greek church ; it was copied 
and imitated, and it held good from century to century, 
long after his theology had been condemned. In this 
way, his Bible commentaries give us information 

1 Comm, in Cant. prol. p. 63,26 lib. 1 p. 91 f.; cf. Comm, in Mt. 

15.30 (3.39 2 Lo -)- 

2 de frinc. 4,3,3-9. 
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of many sides of his religious life and theological 
thought, sides which are in the background in his 
principal systematic work : we have already taken 
the opportunity of making the same observation when 
discussing his Christology. 

We mount step by step in our knowledge of God, 
but each step is Christ : we first understand him as 
man, then as angel and heavenly being ; first as way, 
then as door ; first as Lord and shepherd, then as 
king ; first is he the lamb who takes away our sin, 
then his flesh becomes our real food : but in this way, 
and only in this way, do we come to knowledge of the 
Father . 1 In the Commentary on Canticles , we hear 
of three stages : on the first we exercise ourselves in 
keeping the Commandments and in an ethical habit 
of life ; on the second, we deny the world and its 
vanity ; the third is characterized by longing for the 
sight of the invisible and the eternal : this yearning 
is satisfied when God’s mercy sets the soul on fire to 
love the beauty of the logos, and when the logos 
responds to this love . 2 We find a detailed description 
of the ascent towards knowledge in the exegesis of 
Israel’s wanderings in the wilderness , 3 and, when 
explaining the names of places, Origen endeavours to 
find an indication of the way by which the soul moves 
towards God, “ whether it is the journey out of this 
world into the future ason, or whether the soul’s 
conversion from the errors of life to virtue and the 
knowledge of God.” 

It follows that Origen was aware that the education 
of the human race conducted by God’s providence 
only proceeded slowly and step by step, and that 

1 Comm, in Joh. 19,6,35-9 p. 305. 

2 Comm, in Cant. prol. p. 79,12 fF. 

3 Horn, in Numeri 27,9 fF. p. 268. 
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Origen made use of metaphors, and occasionally 
even of terms, which were taken over by mystics of a 
later date and filled with a new content. We must 
beware, however, of understanding Origen in a 
mystic sense : the idea of dissolution of the soul in 
God was as foreign to him as that of a union of God 
with a creature ; moreover, a right understanding 
of the relevant passages nowhere proves that visions 
and ecstasy were elements of his personal religion . 1 
His soul walked along a path to God illuminated by 
the light of the logos, and he drank open-eyed the 
more than earthly glory of continually renewed revela¬ 
tions : his soul remained an ego even in feeling the 
blessedness of God’s merciful love. 

In his commentary on Canticles he speaks of the 
gradual ascent of his soul to God, but this is not 
connected with a technical education in meditation, nor 
regulated by the production of certain perceptions, 
but symbolizes simply and clearly a logical inner 
development. 

The important matter for him, as even his pupil 
Gregory had felt profoundly, was the complete unity 
that existed between thought and action. Hence 
education leading towards ethical activity, towards 
keeping the Commandments, was placed at the begin¬ 
ning, and, particularly in his sermons, he used to warn 
hearers continually against self-confidence ; he called 
them to a tireless warfare against sin and the tempta¬ 
tions due to daemons. In accordance with the words 
of the Sermon on the Mount, he opposed the opinion 
of the average man, set forth a profound conception of 
sin, and inquired into the matter of evil thoughts. 
It sounds harsh when he refused those, who continue 

1 Hal. Koch, op. cit 333-9 as against W. Volker, op. cit., 
62-144. 
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always in sin, the right to share in the “ communion 
of saints n i.e. of genuine Christians . 1 He was also 
aware, however, that perfect righteousness before God 
could never be attained, and that man's righteousness 
was always a relative conception : it depended on the 
criterion employed. It was possible and essential 
throughout that a Christian should maintain always a 
higher level than a pagan. He could and should keep 
God's Commandments. In so doing he earned no 
dessert : it was his unconditional duty—and it was 
in this sphere that the first stage of religious training 
was taken. The conception of merit would only be in 
place where more was accomplished than the Com¬ 
mandments required ; viz. by asceticism, and for 
Origen the essential moment in asceticism was sexual 
continence 2 : what he himself had done in this 
respect in his youth is recorded by Eusebius . 3 Only 
in the case of the ascetic who had trodden the 
path to perfection was entry permitted to the third 
stage, to life in a gnostic comprehension of the 
logos. 

It is true that this path, with its ascent from an 
ethically earnest struggle against the passions to 
asceticism and so to perfect knowledge, did not arise 
from a point of view peculiarly Christian, but corre¬ 
sponded to current opinion, and in particular was 
preached by Platonists. Here we see, not only in 
theory but also in Origen's practical conduct of life, 
the influence of Ammonios Sakkas. When we 
remember that, in Origen’s entire system, remoteness 
from God comes to expression in the formation of 

1 Horn, in Levit. 4,4 p. 320 W. Volker, op. cit., p. 31 f. 

2 Comm . in Rom. lib. 3,2 f. (6,178-182 Lo.) lib. 10,14 (7,423 Lo.). 
Comm, in Mt. 15,13 f. (3,352-4 Lo.). c. Cels. 7,48. 

3 Supra 390. 
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matter, and that the ascent implies, at the same time, 
redemption from the present body, the parallel, 
between his teaching and that other philosophy, 
becomes the more illuminating. Nevertheless, even 
in this regard, Origen had no intention of playing 
the philosopher, but was a Christian, and was alto¬ 
gether right in feeling the harmony between his 
opinions and the Bible : he needed no allegory in 
order to discover the constituent elements of his 
teaching in Paul and the gospels, and when he made 
use of philosophy in order to weld these elements to a 
unity, he had every right to do so as a man of science. 
We must admit that he did not possess the entire Paul, 
the entire John, the entire Gospel, but in this respect 
who has been his superior ? What theologian to 
the present day is able to boast that he has laid hold 
of everything which the New Testament sources have 
given to the world ? Origen lived in the Bible to an 
extent which perhaps no one else has rivalled, except 
Luther. What knowledge he gained he owed to this 
book. Here stood the Commandments which regulated 
his moral life, here echoed the instruction which 
pointed the way to perfection, here he perceived the 
voice of the logos which satified his Greek thirst for 
knowledge, and which promised future life to his soul. 
He read this book like a philosopher, but nevertheless 
learnt from it, something that was higher than any 
kind of reason, that the way to God did not open out as 
a reward, but was given by grace. For more than fifty 
years as a gifted teacher, he marched along this way 
and offered a practical example to the multitudes of his 
pupils ; finally, he testified to the truth of his teaching 
by dying a martyr’s death. The marks left by the 
life of this Greek Christian still radiate inextinguish¬ 
ably in the image of his church, and can be seen by 
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anyone acquainted with the facts. The contest between 
Christianity and the syncretistic gnosticism ended, 
even in the sphere of knowledge, with victory for the 
Ecclesia Catholica : her greatest thinker had created 
Biblical gnosticism for her use. 
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Fish as symbol of Christian faith, 
138, 188; on signet rings, 
183 ; in Aberkios, 254. 
Fishermen in Christian art, 188. 
Flavia Domitilla, 209. 

Flavius Clemens, 209, 364. 
Florinus, 320. 

Forgiveness of sins in the creed, 
160. 

Fortunatus of Carthage, 306, 
308. 

Friday and Wednesday as fast- 
days, 172. 

Frontiers, 17, 20, 22. 

Fronto, 30, 35, 227, 286. 
Fructuosus of Tarragona, 225. 

Galen, 227. 

Galerius Maximus, 314. 
Gallienus, 24, 225. 

Gallus, 223, 309, 335. 

Garlands, 199. 

Gaul, 83, 175. 

Gellius, 286, 291, 366, 380. 
General epistles, 123, 130. 


Germanic gods, 51 ; frontier 
provinces, 51 ; temples, 52. 

Ghost stories, 39. 

Glossolalia, 70, 256, 258. 

Gnosis, 72, 92, r 13 ; in Clement, 
383 ; Origen, 411. 

Gnostic modes of thought, 120; 
conception in apocryphal Acts , 
112. 

Gnostics, 148, 149, 172, 389. 

Goths, 23. 

Governor, office of, not com¬ 
patible with Christianity, 198. 

Gregory of Neocaesarea, 219, 
400. 

Greek language in Africa, 219, 
220, 285, 286 ; Gaul, 270. 

Hadrian, 20, 24, 31, 38, 56; 
rebellion under, 57. 

Harmonios, 349. 

Hatra, 350. 

Healing the blind man and the 
woman with the issue, 190. 

Hebrews , 122. 

Hebrews, gospel of, 93, 363. 

Helen, 39. 

Hell, in the Revelation of Peter, 

1 T9; journey through, no; 
pains of, 409. 

Heracleon, 413. 

Heraklitos, 238, 244. 

Heraklos of Alexandria, 82, 391, 

395- 

Hercules, 42, 51, 194. 

Heretics, Baptism of, 297, 311, 

336, 339- 

Hermas, 117, 131, 132, 155, 
157, ,275.. . 

Hermetic writings, 57. 

Hermogenes, 292, 341, 347. 

Herod Atticus, 31, 33, 35. 

Herodotus, 60. 

Heroes, 38. 

Hexapla, 398 ff. 
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Hippolytus of Rome, 143, 180, 
321 ; Church Order of, 170 ; 
Liturgy of, 141. 

Holy Spirit, 404. 

Homoousios, 405, cf. 297, 403. 
Hymns in the Acts of John, 108 ; 
of Bardesanes, 349. 

Iconium, 267. 

Ignatius, 73, 74, 79, 122, 123, 
140, 180, 210, 305, 341. 
India, 37, 354. 

Indian mythology, no. 

Infancy, Gospels of, 94. 

Irenaeus, 78, 81, 83, 127, 143, 
149, 176, 270-284. 

Isaac, sacrifice of, 185. 

Isis, 40, 41, 44, 53. 

Islam 23. 

Israel, spiritual, 64. 

Isaiah, 154. 

Jabneh, 58. 

James, protoevangel of, 95. 
Jerome, 396. 

Jerusalem, 80. 

Jewish Rebellions, 56. 

Jews, 202, 316, 341. 

Joachim, 95. 

John, 125; Acts of, 106; 
Revelation of, 114; Gospel 
of (Fourth Gospel), 93, 125. 
John of Damascus, 397. 

Jonah, 185. 

Judaism, 56, 193, 351, 352, 353. 
Julia Domna, 26, 37, 42 ; 

Mammaea, 216, 325. 

Julius of Rome, 85. 

Jupiter Dolichenus, 42, 51. 
Justin, 126, 162, 163, 170, 214, 
235, 253, 272, 317; Bap¬ 
tismal confession in, 143 ; re 
Virgin Birth of Jesus, 155. 
Juvenal, 30. 
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Karpos and Papylas, 1S0, 214. 
Kore, 153. 

Koinonoi, 262. 

Kriobolium, 46, 54. 

Lamb, the person carrying, 184. 
Laodicea, epistle to, 124. 

Lapsi, backsliders, 300, 303, 

304, 309, 330. 

Latin Bible, 286. 

Laurentius, archdeacon :n Rome, 
224. 

Law, new, 239. 

Laws against the Christ is ns, 207. 
Lentulus, letter of I.. to the 
Emperor Tiberius, 98. 

Leon, 309. 

Leonidas, 389. 

Leptis Magna, 42. 

Lessing, 275. 

Letters in Revelation , 123. 

Leuke, Island of, 39. 

Leukios Charinos, m. 

Levites = deacons, 168. 
Libellatici, 220, 304. 

Libelli pads, 301. 

Liber, 42, 48. 

Libertinism, 71. 

Licinius Serenianus, 217. 

Light, ships of, 359. 

Linus, 78. 

Lion, in Acts of Paul, ] 04. 
Living water in Baptism, 171. 
Loculi, 181. 

Logos, 159; Divinity o r , in the 
epistula apostoloruii y 120; 
Doctrine of, in John’s Gospel, 
125, 157, the Creed, 147, 
Justin, 237, Tatian, 245, 
Irenaeus, 277, Clement, 369, 
Origen, 404. 

Lord, Jesus as, 137, 144 ; words 
of the, 124, 126. 

Lord’s Supper, 243. 

Lucian, 34, 39, 195, 257. 
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Lucius of Patrae, 39 ; of Rome, 

335- 

Luke, 90, 125. 

Lyons, 81, 179, 211. 

Maccabees, 63. 

Macrianus, 223, 225. 

Madonna, figures of, 190. 

Magi from the east, 190. 

Magic gems, 57. 

Magical papyri, 57. 

Man, primordial, 358; son of, 63. 
Mani, 110, 354-361. 
Maranatha, 162. 

Marcia, 319. 

Marcianus of Arles, 310. 
Marcion, 122, 129, 150, 287, 

317 , 34L 343, 347 ; Church 
of, 225. 

Marcionite presbyters, 221. 
Marcomanni, 21 ; Mar- 
comannia, 22. 

Marcus Aurelius, 20, 25, 35, 
195, 227, 235. 

Mark, 85, 89, 125. 

Marriage, 260; decree of 
Callistus, 327; metaphor in 
Ephesians , 159. 

Mars, 51. 

Martyrdoms, 195, 210-224, 

264, 288, 313, 314. 

Martyrs, 212, 263, 265. 

Mary, story of, 95. 

Matrons, 52. 

Matthew, 89, 125. 

Matthias, Gospel of, 94. 
Maximilla, 257 f., 265. 
Maximinus, 216, 327. 

Maximus of Carthage, 308. 
Mediator, 403. 

Merida, 309. 

Mercury, 50, 51. 

Mesopotamia, 19, 20, 22, 23, 

344, 349* 

Metrodorus, 221. 


Milk and Honey, 172. 

Minucius Felix, 248. 

Misdaios, 109. 

Mishna, 58, 164. 

Missionaries, 68. 

Mithra, 46, 51, 52, 55. 

Mixed marriages, 201. 
Monarchians, 320 ; Monarchian- 
ism, 252, 277, 395. 
Monarchian doctrine, 250. 
Monarchical bishops, 73, 77, 80. 
Monogenes, 146. 

Monotheism, in the first article, 
150 ; in Nature religions, 44 ; 
Stoic, 36. 

Montanism, 86, 256-268, 293, 
320. 

Moses, 187, 392. 

Muratorian Fragment, 132 n. 
Musonios, 238. 

Mygdonia, 109. 

Mysticism, 37, 39 > 3 8 7 , 4 1 5 - 
Mysteries, of Isis, 53 ; Religious 
quality in the Greek Mysteries, 
136; Baptismal rite based on 
custom in the Mysteries, 
170 fF.; forms of worship, 53. 

Natalis of Rome, 320. 
Neoplatonism, 232, 391. 

Nepos of Arsinoe, 134. 
(Neo)pythagoreanism, 191, 392. 
Nero, 17, 103, 203. 

Nicodemus, legend of, 97. 

Nisibis, 22, 350, 353. 

Noah in the Ark, 185. 

Nobles, 25. 

Noetos, 142, 250, 320, 321. 
Novatian, 224, 306, 307, 332-5. 
Novatus, 299, 303, 308. 
Numenios of Apamea, 392, 397. 

Obelos, 399. 

Oedipodean love, 203. 


INDEX 


Office of Bishop—ceremony of 
anniversary, 77. 

Ordines minores , 330. 

Orestes, 38. 

Orient, 37; Creed in, 146; 
Oriental gods, 40 ; astrology, 
53 ; sun god, 43. 

Origen, 216, 221, 232, 388- 
418. 

Orphism, 191. 

Osroene, 175, 349. 

Ostia, 45. 

Ostiarii, 331. 

Otacilia Severa, 217. 

Papyri, magical, 57. 

Palestine, 58, 175. 

Palmyra, 24, 59. 

Palut of Edessa, 348. 

Pamphilus, 396, 400. 

Pantainos, 364, 390. 

Pantheos, 43. 

Panthera, 230. 

Papal vault, 328. 

Papias, 91. 

Papyrus, fragments of, 93. 
Paraclete, 148, 159, 257, 264. 
Parousia, 259, 324. 

Parthenos, 153. 

Parthians, 19, 21. 

Passion, as depicted in Christian 
art, 190. 

Passover, 173. 

Patemus, 313. 

Patriarch, 58, 262 ; Testament 
of the Twelve P., 155. 

Paul, Acts of, 103 ; of Antioch, 
342 ; the gnostic of Antioch, 
389 ; and Seneca, apocryphal 
correspondence, 124. 
Pausanias, 33. 

Peasants, 28. 

Pepuza, 259, 262. 

Percgrinus, 69 n., 195. 

Perpetua, 180, 213. 
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Persecution of Christians, 103, 
207, 210. 

Persis, 353. 

Peter, Acts of, 102 ; Apocalypse 
of, 118, 132; Gospel of, 93, 
127, 341. 

Philip, 176; the Arab, 217. 

Philo, 153, 241, 392. 

Philosophy and Christianity, 232, 
235, 244, 281, 295, t |8o, 381, 
401, 417. 

Philostratos, 37, 39. 

Phoenicia, 69. 

Photios, 365, 383. 

Pilate, Acts of, 97. 

Pionius, 221. 

Pius, 117. 

Plague, pestilence, 21, 23, 259. 

Plato, 366, 370, 373, 391, 406 ; 
Platonists, 385 ; Flatonism, 
235, 240; Modified Platon¬ 
ism, 392, 402. 

Pliny, 29, 204, 227. 

Plotinus, 232, 391, 2S4. 

Pneumatic persons, 372, 384. 

Polybius, 61. 

Polycarp, 122, 173, 176, 179, 
210, 318. 

Polycrates of Ephesus, 175. 

Pontianus of Rome, 78, 180, 
327, 328. 

Pontus, 83, 175. 

Popes, list of, 78, 328. 

Porphyry, 391, 394. 

Porta Maggiore, cult chamber in, 
185, 191. 

Possessions, Unwillingness to 
have personal, 28. 

Potheinos, 81, 84, 211, 271. 

Praxeas, 251, 292, 320. 

Prayer, figures offering. 184. 

Presbyter, 76, 80, 82, 530; in 
Irenaeus, 276, 3O4; in 

Clement, 364, 383 ; Mar- 
cionite, 221. 
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Prisca (Priscilla), 257, 259, 26c. 
Prophecy, as a proof, 235 f., 
407- 

Prophets, 68, 69, 70, 246. 
Proselytes, 57, 229. 

Provinces, 25. 

Psychics, 372, 384. 

Ptolemy (astronomer), 366. 
Punic language, 287. 

Pythagoras, 370; Pythagorean- 
ism, 191 ; Pythagoreans, 392. 

Quadi, 21. 

Quadratus, 231. 
Quartodecimanians, 174, 318. 
Quintilian, 30. 

Rabbis, 89 ; Sayings of, 88. 

Rain, miraculous, 41. 

Raising of Lazarus, 189. 

Readers, 330. 

Recapitulation, 279, 281. 

“ Regions,” 329. 

Religious law cases, 206 f. 
Repentance, 118; regulations 
regarding, 294, 326f. 
Resurrection of the flesh, 160, 
246, 352. 

Reward, idea of, 416. 

Rhetoric, 31. 

Rhossos, 83, 127, 341. 

Romances, Christian, 106. 

Rome, 78, 79, 84, 85, 86, 171, 
175 ; Roman church, 276, 

3I5-339- 
Rosmerta, 52. 

Rufinus, 396. 

Rule of Faith, 149, 253, 275. 

Sabazius, 46. 

Sabellios, 321. 

Sacraments, 252, 253, 280, 388. 
Sacramentum, 150, 171. 
Sacrifice, Lord’s Supper as, 167 ; 


for the dead, 178 ; gifts as, 
262. 

Salvation, economy of, 152, 157. 

Samaritan woman, 189. 

Sanhedrin, 58. 

San Sebastiano, catacomb in 
Rome, 188. 

Sarapis, 36, 40, 42, 136, 137. 

Sarmatia, 22. 

Sassanids, 23, 352, 355. 

Satan, solemn repudiation before 
baptism, 171. 

Saturn, 49. 

Sayings of the Fathers, 88. 

Sayings Source, 89. 

Sceptics, 393. 

Scilli, 214, 288. 

Scillitans, 180. 

Second God, 237, 403. 

Secret revelations, 71, 379. 

Seleuceia, grave of Thecla, 105. 

Seleucia-Ctesiphon, 353. 

Seneca and Paul, Apocryphal 
correspondence, 124. 

Septimius Severus, 22, 26, 28, 
40, 42, 82, 216, 365, 389. 

Septuagint, 399. 

Serapion of Antioch, 83, 127, 

34L 348. 

Sermon on the Mount, repre¬ 
sentation of, in Christian art, 
191. 

Shapur I, 23, 353, 355. 

Shepherd, in Aberkios, 254; 
figure of in Hermas, 117; 
the “ Good Shepherd ” in 
Christian art, 184, 191. 

Sibyls, 114, 370. 

Silvanus, 46, 48. 

Simon Magus, 101, 102. 

Sins, forgiveness of, in the creed, 
160. 

Socrates, 238, 394. 

Soldiers, 26, 28; Prohibited 
calling, 198. 
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Son of God, Jesus as, 138, 152. 
Son of Man, 63. 

Sophia, reason, 237, 277. 

Soter, 77, 176, 318. 

Southern Gaul, 84. 

Spain, 84, 309. 

Stage plays, 198, 293. 

State temple, 40 ; Church and 
world as two states, 67, 118. 
Statio = fasting, 172, 173, 261. 
Stephen of Rome, 309, 310, 311, 
312, 335- 
Stoa, 373. 

Stones for the gods of the week, 

5 2 * 

Strangers admitted to divine 
worship, 164, 197. 
Subdeacons, 330. 

Suetonius, 30, 227. 

Sulpicius Apollinaris, 286. 

Sun, worship of, 43. 

Susanna, 185. 

Symbolism in Christian art, 191. 
Symmachos, 398. 

Synagogue, 186, 187. 

Synods, 86, 175, 266, 267, 297, 
3°5> 3°6> 3°7> 3°9> 3 IJ > 3 I2 > 
3.i9> 334> 34 2 > 395- 
Syria, 69, 340-361. 


Tacitus, 29, 31, 227. 

Talmud, 58, 59, 88, 89, 354. 
Tanit (Punic sky-goddess), 40, 

43> 49> 2 93- 

Tarvos, 52. 

Tatian, 128, 244, 245, 341, 
350. 

Taurobolium, 46, 50, 52, 54. 
Teaching, not compatible with 
Christianity, 198. 

Tertullian, 79, 143, 188, 200, 
251, 288-297. 

Testaments of the Twelve Patri¬ 
archs, 155. 
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Text of the New Testament, 
129 f. 

Thecla, 104. 

Theodoret, 397. 

Theodotion, 398, 399. 
Theodotos, 251, 320. 
Theoktistos of Caesarea, 394. 
Theophilus of Antioch, [28, 244, 
2 47> 34i* 342- 
Third envoy, The, 359. 

Third Race, 65, 233. 

Thomas, Acts of, 109; Gospel 
of, 94. 

Thot, 41. 

Thucydides, 61. 

Thyestic meals, 203. 

Tiberias, 58. 

Timgad, 47 f. 

“Title” churches, 330. 

Tower, symbol of the church, 
118. 

Trajan, 18, 24, 25, 29 30, 56, 
205, 210. 

Transmigration of souls, 406. 
Trinitas, 296; Trir.iiy, 243, 
296, 404. 

Trojan War, 38. 

Trypho, 235. 

Tyche, 62. 

Tymion, 260. 

Tyre, 395. 


Ulpian, 208. 

Urbanus of Rome, 327. 


Valentine, 72, 317, 362. 
Valentineans, 146, 393, 413. 
Valerian, 24, 223, 225.. 313. 
Veronica, legend of, 97 f. 
Vespasian, 18. 

Victor of Rome, 175, r?6, 319, 
32°, 321. 

Virginity of Mary, 95 f. 
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Visions, 213, 415. 

Visuna, 52. 

Water in baptism, 171. 

Water, for proving and testing, 

96. 

Wednesday and Friday as fast- 
days, 172. 

Whitsuntide, 173, 177. 


Will, freedom of, 278, 344, 345 

373 * 405- 

World history, 61. 

Xenophon, 239. 

Xerophagia, 261. 

Xystus of Rome, 224, 313. 

Zephyrinus, 320, 321, 322, 394 
Zeus, 36. 

Zoroaster, 356. 
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